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What is the meaning of diplomacy? How has its practice evolved in response to a changing world? What are the special characteristics of the American way of conducting diplomacy and do they benefit or harm the nation’s interests? In addition to readings, I shall draw on my experiences during thirty-six years in the Foreign Service in the hope of shedding further light on these issues.

Requirements

Mid-term exam




30%

Attendance and participation in class discussions
40%

Term research paper




30%

Texts 

Selected writings will be on E-Reserve.

Reading Assignments

March 27
Introduction



Freeman, The Diplomat’s Dictionary, pp. 70-92.

March 29
History, Theory and Practice of Diplomacy



Freeman, Arts of Power, pp. 99-128



Nicolson, Diplomacy, pp. 9-33



Craig & George, Force and Statecraft, pp. 10-14

April 3

The American Way of Diplomacy


Bacevich, The New American Militarism, pp. 9-33



Hook, U.S. Foreign Policy, Chap. 6


Kennan, The Cloud of Danger, pp. 3-18.

April 5

Expertise as an Ingredient of American Diplomacy


Kennan, Foreign Affairs (July, 1947) pp. 566-583


Levin, “Reflections on Forty Years in Asia” (The Asia Society, Hong Kong




Center, May, 1995), pp. 1-11

April 12
The Use and Misuse of Intelligence



Risen, The State of War, pp 1-20, 61-84, 109-132



Pillar, Foreign Affairs (March/April 2006), pp 15-27



Bauford, A Pretext for War, pp 367-397



Sanger and Broad, New York Times, Mar. 1, 2007

April 17
Ideology and Foreign Policy



Ikenberry, “America and the Ambivalence of Power,” Current History, Nov. 



2003, pp. 377-382



Daalder and Lindsay, “Bush’s Revolution,” Current History, Nov. 2003, pp. 367-



377



Albright, “Bridges, Bombs or Bluster,” Foreign Affairs (Sept/Oct 2003), pp. 2-19



Preble, “The Bush Doctrine and Rogue States,” Foreign Service Journal, October 



2005, pp. 25-30

April 19
When Ideology and Reality Collide



Carothers, “The Backlash Against Democracy Promotion,” Foreign Affairs, 



March/April 2006, pp. 55-68



Fukuyama, “After Neoconservatism,” NY Times Magazine, February 19, 2006, 



pp. 62-67



Goldberg, “Breaking Ranks,” New Yorker, October 31, 2005, pp. 55-65



Bogdanich and Nordberg, “Mixed Signals Helped Tilt Haiti Toward Chaos,” NY 



Times, Jan. 29, 2006

April 24
When Ideology and Reality Collide



Bacevich, “Requiem for the Bush Doctrine,” Current History, December 2005, 



411-417



Kurlantzick, “The Decline of American Soft Power,” Current History, December 



2005, pp. 419-424



Gordon, “The End of the Bush Revolution,” Foreign Affairs, July/August 2006, 



pp. 75-86.



“A Falling Star,” The Economist, Jan. 20, 2007, p. 44



Cooper, “Pragmatism in Diplomacy, NY Times, 3/1/04



Cooper, “Look Who’s Reboarding the Clintonian Shuttle, NY Times, 4/1/07

April 26
Food for Thought



“Global Progress Report,” Current History, Dec. 2006, pp. 403-414



Schlesinger, “Folly’s Antidote,” NY Times 1/1/07



Friedman, “Foreign Policy Built On Do-Overs,” NY Times 2/23/07



“Puritans or Pornographers, The Economist, 2/25/06



“The Isolationist Temptation,” The Economist, 2/11/06, pp. 27-28


Pfaff, “Manifest Destiny: A New Direction for America,” The New York Review, 



2/15/07, pp. 54-59.

