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Course Objectives:

This course provides an in-depth introduction to political developments in post-communist, East-Central Europe. The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 represented a return to diversity in the region. The unique path each country has taken during the transition to liberal democracy and a market economy reflect the different historical legacies each society brought to these processes. After exploring the roots of these legacies and their impact on culture, ideology and institutions, we will trace the trajectory of the countries' transitions and examine the likelihood of democratic consolidation across the region.  Students will be given a chance to apply the concepts discussed in class to an independent research project in which they will assess and attempt to explain the extent of democratic consolidation in one eastern European country.  
Course Requirements:

· First Country Paper (25 % of your final grade)
· Midterm (20% of your final grade)

· Second Country Paper (35% of your final grade)

· 2 Film Reaction Papers (together10% of your final grade)

· Participation (10% of your final grade)

First Country Paper (5-7 pages)
Near the beginning of the term each student will chose one country from the former eastern European Soviet Block as a research subject for the course.  Students will write two papers based on this individual country research.  In the first paper students are asked to evaluate the preconditions for democracy with which their country entered the post-Communist period.  Based on an article about democratic pre-conditions, students will assess the extent to which their country had developed the cultural, structural and economic conditions commonly associated with successful democratic transition prior to 1989 and to what extent these factors were eroded during the Soviet era.
Midterm 
The midterm will be held in class on February 6th.  You will have 50 minutes to answer IDs (defining a term and identifying its significance) and short answer questions.  It will be based on concepts introduced in class and the readings and will cover all the course material up to and including “Initial Patterns of Consolidation”.
Second Country Paper (10-15 pages)
As a cumulative exercise for the course, each student will write a 10-15 page paper that both assesses the extent to which their research country has become a consolidated democracy in last fifteen years and explains why it has reached this level of consolidation.  Each student will have to define and offer measures for consolidated democracy and then develop an argument about which factors (institutions, culture, economics, international factors, etc.) best explain the current state of their country’s democracy.  Students should draw on the findings from their first country paper to develop their arguments in the second paper.  Each student will also do a 5 minute oral presentation of their key findings during the last week of class.  
Film Reaction Papers (1-2 pages each)

We will be viewing two films in class, Videograms of a Revolution and Yugoslavia: Death of a Nation.  After seeing each film, students are to write a 1-2 page, free form reaction paper that highlights what they felt they learned from the film.  Both papers are due by the last day of class.  It would probably make more sense to write these papers directly after seeing the film, however.  

Class Participation

Although I will do lectures on core concepts, in-class discussion is an important part of this course.  Students are expected to come to class having done the reading and prepared to discuss the day’s material.  In addition to participating in regular class discussions, students will also be evaluated on their participation in several group exercises throughout the term.  Students may also be asked to say a few words about their research country from time to time during class throughout the term. 
Course Readings:

The following required texts are available for purchase at the bookstore:

Rothschild and Wingfield, Return to Diversity
Stokes, From Stalinism to Pluralism
Dawisha and Parrott, The Consolidation of Democracy in East-Central Europe

Garton Ash, The File

Additionally a number of articles and excerpts from books have been put on reserve at the library.  Reserve status is listed on the reading schedule below.  
This class involves substantial reading.  Your ability to take part in class discussions in large part will depend on your having done the assigned reading before you come to class.  Throughout the course of the term extra readings occasionally will be assigned.  These assignments are not meant to add substantially to your reading load but rather are intended to keep you informed about new developments taking place in the countries we are studying.  Finally, students are expected to read a national or preferably an international newspaper on a daily basis and keep up with developments in the region The Financial Times, New York Times and Guardian are all good choices.  All three of these newspapers are available online and should be easily accessible from the web. If students have the language skills to read a daily paper from the region they are highly encouraged to do so.   
Section I.  The (Analytic) Importance of History
1/5
Introduction

1/7
The Key Questions and a Framework for Addressing Them
· Rupnik, “The Postcommunist Divide” (handout)
· Lichbach and Zuckerman, “Research Traditions and Theory in Comparative Politics” (handout)
1/9
Creating the East-West Divide
· Walters, “What is Eastern Europe?” and “Why is there an Eastern Europe?” (handout)

1/12
The Region’s First Democratic Wave and Its Failure: The Interwar Period
· Rothschild and Wingfield, Chapter 1

Section II. The Soviet System and Its Legacy

1/14
World War Two and the Soviet Takeover
· Rothschild and Wingfield, Chapters 2-4 (skim chapter 2)

· Stokes, Chapters 7-8

1/16
Stalinism and the Totalitarian State: Useful Concepts for Eastern European States? 
· Friederich and Brzezinkski, Chapter 1 (on reserve)
· Hough, Introduction (on reserve)
1/19
Reform and Dissent
· Rothschild and Wingfield, Chapter 5-6

· Stokes, Chapters, 12, 19,20,21

Section III.  The Fall of the Soviet System: Second Democratic Wave
1/21
Movie: Videograms of a Revolution
1/23
Democractic Transition and Consolidation: The Theories and Debates
· Dawisha and Parrott, Chapters 1-2

1/26
How It Happened: 1989
· Rothschild and Wingfield, Chapter 7
· Stokes, Chapters 42-43
· FIRST COUNTRY PAPER DUE


1/28
The Debate about International Factors: Human Rights vs. Ronald Regan
· Stokes, Chapters 26-27

1/30
In-class Negotiations: The Polish Roundtable
· Stokes, Chapters 38-39
· TBA

2/2
Initial Patterns of Consolidation
· Rothschild and Wingfield, Chapter 8

· Dawisha and Parrott, Two case study chapters (excluding Hungary)
Section IV.  Issues in Post-Communist Governance
2/4
Economic Transitions: Implementing Market Reforms

· Stark, “Path Dependencies and Privatization in East-Central Europe” (on reserve)
2/6
MIDTERM (in-class)
2/11
Coming to Terms with the Old Regime: Punish, Reveal or Forget?

· Garton Ash, The File (entire)

2/13
Restructuring Politics: Institutions

· Linz, “Perils of Presidentialism” (on reserve)
· Taras, “Executive Leadership” (on reserve)

2/16 
Re-invigorating Civil Society
· Kesselman et al., “Representation and Participation” (on reserve)
2/18
The Rise of Nationalism
· Ignatieff, “The Last Refuge” (on reserve)
· Stokes, Chapters 44-47

2/20
Minorities in Post-communist States
· Schoepflin, “Nationalism and Ethnic Minorities in Post-Communist Europe” (on reserve)
2/23
European Integration and Its Consequences
· Economist, “A Survey of EU Enlargement”

2/25
In-class Negotiations: EU Enlargement
· TBA

2/27
NATO Membership and Foreign Policy: Truly a New Europe? 
· Albright, “Enlarging NATO: Why Bigger is Better” (on reserve)

Section V.  Evaluating a Decade of Post-Communism: Has Liberal Democracy Won Out?
3/1
The Tale of Two Transitions: Hungary vs. Yugoslavia
· Hagen, “The Balkans Lethal Nationalisms” (on reserve)

· Dawishan and Parrot, Chapter 4

3/3
Video: Yugoslavia: Death of a Nation
3/5
Research Presentations

3/8 
Research Presentations
3/10
Summing Up
