Carleton College- Fall 2004

POSC 246: International Perspectives on Human Rights

Instructor: Noha Shawki

E-mail Address: NShawki@carleton.edu

Office: Willis Hall 413

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00-10:30 and by appointment
Course Description

This course introduces students to human rights from an interdisciplinary perspective. We will focus on the broad and diverse range of issues related to human rights with a special focus on international human rights politics. Some of the central topics we will be discussing are: the philosophical foundations of human rights in different cultures, the modern human rights movement, civil and political rights, economic and social rights, and human rights organizations. We will also spend time studying and discussing some of the controversies surrounding the pursuit of human rights at the international level. Some of these issues include: the conflicts and tension that sometimes exist between human rights and other values and concerns, globalization and human rights, humanitarian intervention, and transitional justice.
Course Policies and Expectations

The course will combine reading assignments, writing assignments, a final exam and a requirement to attend class and participate regularly. The purpose of including different types of assignments/requirements is to accommodate different learning styles.

It is essential that you complete all of the assigned readings. You may find some of the assigned readings quite challenging. I will go over these readings in class and help you grasp them. Please do not hesitate to ask questions about any materials you have difficulties with.
Since class participation will be a very important component of the class, it is essential that all class discussions, debates and other activities take place in a very respectful and civil manner. We will be discussing very controversial and contentious issues throughout the term and there will inevitably be disagreements. For this reason it is important to maintain a civil classroom environment that is conducive to fruitful debates. Incivility in the classroom will not be tolerated.
Late papers and memos will be penalized. You will lose half a letter grade for each day your essay is late up to a maximum of 1.5 letter grades, which means that it is ALWAYS worth it to submit a late paper. The only time when late papers will be accepted without penalty is in the case of illness; in that case you will need to provide a note from your doctor.

Assignments and Grades

Here is a list of the requirements and percentages of the final grade:

Class Participation

250 points (25% of the final grade)
Two Papers


150 points each, 300 points total (30% of the final grade)

2 Memos


100 points each, 200 points total (20% of the final grade)
Final exam


250 points (25% of the final grade)
Total



1000 points

Here is a description of each of these requirements:

Papers
These two assignments (about 5 pages each) are designed to give you the opportunity to reflect and comment on the assigned readings and the issues introduced in class. One of the two papers will require that you do some research, the other will require that you provide an informed analysis of and a reasoned opinion on issues and problems that we discussed in class. I will discuss each paper and give you some tips on writing it before it is due. I will also introduce you to some useful sources that you may find helpful when you are researching your paper.
The paper assignments will be as follows:

Paper 1: (Due on Monday, September 27th at the beginning of class)
We have discussed one of the dilemmas associated with the pursuit of human rights worldwide, namely, the conflict that sometimes arises between universalism and cultural relativism. Use one example of an international or domestic issue or problem to illustrate the tension that exists between these two values. You should briefly describe the issue, explain why/how it is illustrative of the universalism vs. relativism debate and discuss the implications associated with approaching the issue from each perspective.

Paper 2: (Due on Monday, October 11th at the beginning of class):
Compare and contrast civil and political rights and economic and social rights. What distinguishes each of these two sets of rights? Why are the different rights that each set of rights encompasses grouped together? In your opinion, is one set of rights more important than the other? Why or why not?
Memos

To help you prepare for the talks by guest speakers, I will ask you to write 2 memos (2-3 pages each) during the term. Memos are shorter than papers and do not require as much research. These memos will hopefully serve as springboards for fruitful and lively debates in class. You should be able to write all of the memos based on the readings assigned for the class. The exact questions you will discuss in the memos will be announced at least one week before the memo is due, and I will discuss each memo and give you some tips on writing it before it is due.
Memo 1 will be due on Friday, October 15th at the beginning of class
Memo 2 will be due on Wednesday, October 27th at the beginning of class
Participation

I intend to go beyond the traditional lectures in this class and to involve seminar participants as much as possible. There will be ample opportunity for you to actively participate in the class. I will also be asking you to lead class discussions and evaluate your performance as discussion leaders. 25% of the grade will be based on the contribution of each student to the collective process of learning in which we will engage. This portion of the grade is not intended to be a conventional attendance grade; rather, it will be based on the performance of students in group activities and as discussion leaders.

Final Exam

On the final exam, which will be comprehensive and closed-book, you will be expected to be familiar with the key concepts introduced in class and in the readings and to be able to give an informed analysis of and a reasoned opinion on issues and problems in international human rights politics.
Readings
Most of the readings for this course will be drawn from different sources and will be available on (e)-reserve. In addition to the readings on reserve we will use this book:
Jack Donnelly, Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice. Cornell University Press: 2002 

ISBN 0801487765
Week 1: Philosophical and Intellectual Foundations
Monday, September 13th

No Readings
Wednesday, September 15th

- Excerpt from Plato’s Republic, reprinted in: Micheline Ishay (ed.), The Human Rights Reader: Major Political Writings, Essays, Speeches, and Documents from the Bible to the Present. Routledge: 1997, pp. 11-19
- Excerpt from Aristotle’s Politics, reprinted in: Micheline Ishay (ed.), The Human Rights Reader: Major Political Writings, Essays, Speeches, and Documents from the Bible to the Present. Routledge: 1997, pp. 19-24
- Excerpt from the Magna Charta, reprinted in: Micheline Ishay (ed.), The Human Rights Reader: Major Political Writings, Essays, Speeches, and Documents from the Bible to the Present. Routledge: 1997, pp. 57-59
- Excerpt from Thomas Hobbes’ Leviathan, reprinted in: Micheline Ishay (ed.), The Human Rights Reader: Major Political Writings, Essays, Speeches, and Documents from the Bible to the Present. Routledge: 1997, pp. 84-89

- Excerpt from The English Bill of Rights, reprinted in: Micheline Ishay (ed.), The Human Rights Reader: Major Political Writings, Essays, Speeches, and Documents from the Bible to the Present. Routledge: 1997, pp. 91-93
Friday, September 17th

- Excerpt from John Locke’s The Second Treatise of the State of Nature, reprinted in: Micheline Ishay (ed.), The Human Rights Reader: Major Political Writings, Essays, Speeches, and Documents from the Bible to the Present. Routledge: 1997, pp. 93-104

- Excerpt from Jean-Jacques Rousseau, On the Geneva Manuscript, reprinted in: Micheline Ishay (ed.), The Human Rights Reader: Major Political Writings, Essays, Speeches, and Documents from the Bible to the Present. Routledge: 1997, pp. 114-119

- Excerpt from Immanuel Kant’s The Metaphysics of Morals, reprinted in: Micheline Ishay (ed.), The Human Rights Reader: Major Political Writings, Essays, Speeches, and Documents from the Bible to the Present. Routledge: 1997, pp. 161-173

Week 2: Human Rights in the 20th Century: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights/The Universalism vs. Relativism Debate
Monday, September 20th

- The Universal Declaration of Human Rights
- Donnelly, chapters1, 2, 3, and 4

Wednesday, September 22nd

- Donnelly, chapters 5, 6 and 7

Friday, September 24th

- Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Moral Issues. Issue 1: Is Morality Relative to Culture? Dushkin and McGraw/Hill, 2003
- Magaya vs. Magaya, in: Henry Steiner/Philip Alston, International Human Rights in Context: Law, Politics, Morals. Oxford University Press: 2000, pp. 432-435
Barbara Crosette, Testing the Limits of Tolerance as Cultures Mix, reprinted in: Henry Steiner/Philip Alston, International Human Rights in Context: Law, Politics, Morals. Oxford University Press: 2000, pp. 436-439
- Vanessa Pupavac, The Infantilization of the South and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, reprinted in: Henry Steiner/Philip Alston, International Human Rights in Context: Law, Politics, Morals. Oxford University Press: 2000, pp. 517-518
Week 3: First, Second, and Third Generation Rights
Monday, September 27th

- International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, available at www.unhchr.org
- United Nations Development Programme, Human Development Report 2000: Human Rights and Human Development. New York/Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000; Chapter 2

- Richard B. Lillich, Civil Rights, reprinted in: Richard Pierre Claude and Burns H. Weston, Human Rights in the World Community. Issues and Action. University of Pennsylvania Press: 1992, pp. 90-101

Paper 1 due today!

Wednesday, September 29th

- International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, available at www.unhchr.org
- United Nations Development Programme, Human Development Report 2000: Human Rights and Human Development. New York/Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000; Chapter 1, chapter 3 and chapter 4
- Jackbeth K. Mapulanga-Hulston, Examining the Justiciability of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, in: International Journal of Human Rights 6/4, 2002, pp. 29-48
Friday, October 1st

- Carl Wellman, Solidarity, the Individual and Human Rights, in: Human Rights Quarterly 22/3, 2000, pp. 639-657

- Hans-Otto Sano, Development and Human Rights: The Necessary, but Partial Integration of Human Rights and Development, in: Human Rights Quarterly 22/3, 2000, pp. 734-752
- N.J.Udombana, The Third World and the Right to Development: Agenda for the Next Millennium, in: Human Rights Quarterly 22/3, 2000, pp. 753-787

Week 4: International Human Rights Politics: The UN System, International Human Rights Instruments, and Foreign Policy
Monday, October 4th

- Donnelly, Chapter 8
- Seyom Brown, Human Rights in World Politics.  Longman 2000, Chapter 5

- Sonia Cardenas, Emerging Global Actors: The United Nations and National Human Rights Institutions, in: Global Governance 9/1, 2003, pp. 23-42

Wednesday, October 6th

- Donnelly, Chapter 9 and 10
- Megret Frederic and Florian Hoffmann, The UN as a Human Rights Violator? Some Reflections on the United Nations Changing Human Rights Responsibilities, in: Human Rights Quarterly 25/2, 2003, pp. 314-342
Friday, October 8th

- Seyom Brown, Human Rights in World Politics. Longman 2000, Chapter 7
- David Forsythe, Human Rights in US Foreign Policy: Retrospect and Prospect, in: Political Science Quarterly 105/3 1990, pp. 435-454
- David Forsythe, Human Rights and Foreign Policy in the Next Millennium, in: International Journal 53/1, 1997-1998, pp. 113-132
- Rebecca Moore, Globalization and the Future of US Human Rights Policy, in: Washington Quarterly 21/4, 1998, pp. 193-212
Week 5: Human Rights Organizations and Their Role in International Politics: Non-Governmental Organizations and Transnational Advocacy Networks
Monday, October 11th

- Laurie Weiseberg, Human Rights and Nongovernmental Organizations, reprinted in: Richard Pierre Claude and Burns H. Weston, Human Rights in the World Community. Issues and Action. University of Pennsylvania Press: 1992, pp. 372-383
- Ramesh Thakur, Human rights: Amnesty International and the United Nations, in: Journal of Peace Research 31/2, May 1994, pp. 143-160
- Felice Gaer, Reality Check: Human Rights Nongovernmental Organisations Confront Governments at the United Nations, in: Third World Quarterly 16/3, 1995, pp. 389-404
Paper 2 due today!

Wednesday, October 13th

- Margaret E. Keck/Kathryn Sikkink, Transnational Advocacy Networks in International and Regional Politics, in: International Social Science Journal 51/1, 1999, pp. 89-101

- Thorsten Benner/Wolfgang Reinicke/Jan Martin Witte, Shaping Globalization. The Role of Global Public Policy Networks, available on the Global Public Policy Institute website at www.globalpublicpolicy.net

- Ann Peters, International Partnerships on the road to Ban Anti-Personnel Landmines, available at www.gppi.net

Friday, October 15th

No Readings
Guest Speakers: 

Amy Beier
Refugee and Immigrant Program
Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

Megan Powers

Director of Education

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

Memo 2 due today!

Week 6: Current and Controversial Issues: Refugees
Monday, October 18th: No Class

Wednesday, October 20th

- United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, The 1951 Refugee Convention. Questions and Answers, available at www.unhcr.ch
- Laura Barnett, Global Governance and the Evolution of the International Refugee Regime, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Working Paper No. 54, February 2002, available at www.unhcr.ch
- Gary G. Troeller, Refugees in Contemporary International Relations: Reconciling State and individual Sovereignty, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Working Paper No. 85, March 2003, available at www.unhcr.ch
Friday, October 22nd

- David P. Forsythe, Refugees and the Red Cross: An Underdeveloped Dimension of Protection, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Working Paper No. 76, January 2003, available at www.unhcr.ch
- Jeff Crisp, A New Asylum Paradigm? Globalization, Migration and the Uncertain Future of the International Refugee Regime, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Working Paper No. 100, December 2003, available at www.unhcr.ch
Week 7: Current and Controversial Issues: Transitional Justice
Monday, October 25th

- P. Hayner, Fifteen Truth Commissions- 1974-1994: A Comparative Study, in: Human Rights Quarterly 16/4, 1994, pp. 597-655
- Stanley Cohen, State Crimes of Previous Regimes: Knowledge, Accountability, and the Policing of the Past, in: Law and Social Inquiry 20/1, 1995, pp. 7-50
Wednesday, October 27th

- Yekutiel Gershoni, War without End and an End to a War: The Prolonged Wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone, in: African Studies Review 40/3, 1997, pp. 55-76
- Lansana Gberie, Briefing: The Special Court of Sierra Leone, in: African Affairs, 102/409, 2003, pp. 637-648
- William Schabas, The Relationship Between Truth Commissions and International Courts: The Case of Sierra Leone, in: Human Rights Quarterly 25/4, 2003, pp. 1035-1066
Guest Speaker:

Jennifer Prestholdt

Deputy Director

Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights

Memo 3 due today!

Friday, October 29th

No Readings
Week 8: Current and Controversial Issues: Humanitarian Intervention
Monday, November 1st

- Donnelly, Chapter 14
- Simon Duke, The State and Human Rights: Sovereignty versus Humanitarian Intervention, in: International Relations 12/2, 1994, pp. 25-48

- Adam Roberts, One Step Forward in the Search for the Impossible, in: International Journal of Human Rights 7/3, 2003, pp. 142-153
- Kelly-Kate Pease and David Forsythe, Human Rights, Humanitarian Intervention, and World Politics, in: Human Rights Quarterly 15/2, 1993, pp. 290-314
Wednesday, November 3rd: Should the US Engage in Humanitarian Interventions?
- Michael Mandelbaum, A Perfect Failure, in: Foreign Affairs 78/5, 1999, pp. 2-8
- James Steinberg, A Perfect Polemic, in: Foreign Affairs 78/6, 1999, pp. 128-133
- Alan Kuperman, Rwanda in Retrospect, in: Foreign Affairs 79/1, 2000, pp. 94-118
- Alison Des Forges, Shame: Rationalizing Western Apathy on Rwanda, followed by Kuperman’s reply, in: Foreign Affairs 79/3, 2000, pp. 141-144
- Edward N. Luttwak, Give War a Chance, in: Foreign Affairs 78/4, 1999, pp. 36-44

Friday, November 5th:
No Readings
Week 9: Current and Controversial Issues: Globalization, Multinational Corporations and Human Rights
Monday, November 8th: 
- Peter Muchlinski, Human Rights and Multinationals: Is there a Problem?, in: International Affairs 77/1, 2001, pp. 31-47
- Chris Jochnick, Confronting the Impunity of Non-State Actors: New Fields for the Promotion of Human Rights, in: Human Rights Quarterly 21/1, 1999, pp. 56-79
- Mahmood Monshipouri et al, Multinational Corporations and the Ethics of Global Responsibility: Problems and Possibilities, in: Human Rights Quarterly 25/4 2003, pp. 965-989 Nov 2003
- Ethan Kapstein, The Corporate Ethics Crusade, in: Foreign Affairs 80/5, 2001, pp. 105-119
- Nick Butler, Companies in International Relations, in: Survival 42/1, 2000, pp. 149-164
Wednesday, November 10th

- Jenness Duke, Enforcement of Human Rights on Multi-National Corporations: Global Climate, Strategies and Trends for Compliance, in: Denver Journal of International Law and Policy 28/4, 2000, pp. 339-363
- Clair Apodaca, The Globalization of Capital in East and Southeast Asia: Measuring the Impact on Human Rights Standards, in: Asian Survey 42/6, 2002, pp. 883-905
- Michael Santoro, Beyond Codes of Conduct and Monitoring: An Organizational Integrity Approach to Global Labor Practices, in: Human Rights Quarterly 25/2, 2003, pp. 407-424
- Sarah Joseph, Pharmaceutical Corporations and Access to Drugs: The "Fourth Wave" of Corporate Human Rights Scrutiny, in: Human Rights Quarterly 25/2, 2003, pp. 425-452
Friday, November 12th:
No Readings

Week 10:

Monday, November 15th: Conclusions: What Have We Learned?
No Readings

Wednesday, November 17th: Review
No Readings
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