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Introduction

This course surveys different theories of nationalism in a variety of geographic and historical contexts.  Our approach is theoretical, and we are aiming to make sense of the governmental, historic, ideological and linguistic bases for the terms: ‘nation’, ‘nationality’, and ‘nationalism’.   
Texts

Since the early eighties there has been an explosion of materials published on nationalism, ethnic conflict and the breakup/consolidation of nations.   The selected texts are a combination of classics in the field as well as state-of-the-art treatments.  Students should pay careful attention to the arguments presented and to the empirical materials that are gathered to support these arguments; close readings of the studies will be essential to evaluating how each approach to studying nationalism differs from the others.  Therefore, keeping up with the schedule of readings is requisite for successful progress in this course for each student.  The following seven texts are required reading and may be purchased at the bookstore.   They should also be available at Gould Library under Closed Reserve.   Throughout the course, the primary texts will be supplemented by shorter assignments, and these can be accessed via e-Reserve.  
Hendrik Spruyt, The Sovereign State and its Competitors

Ernest Gellner, Nations and Nationalism

Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities

Rogers Brubaker, Nationalism Reframed
Anthony Marx, Faith in Nation
Michael Hechter, Containing Nationalism
Jack Snyder, From Voting to Violence
Evaluation
Student grades for this course will be determined by the below breakdown.  Class participation is essential for this course, and students are expected to attend class regularly, prepared to discuss and critique the authors’ arguments.  In addition to a final examination, students are required to complete a case-study paper in the latter half of the course.  This paper will explore why nationalism has succeeded/failed in a particular geographic region.  Given the heavy reading load, only a minimum amount of outside reading will be necessary to complete this assignment. 
Class Participation:                  15%

Paper                                        40%
Final Exam:                              45%

Topic Schedule
The following is a rough order of the list of topics we will be covering, in the order we will be covering them, along with the primary text for each. We will spend roughly 4-5 class sessions (sometimes more) for each topic.   At the beginning of each topic (usually on Mondays) I will distribute a more detailed outline of the readings along with any supplementary readings. 
· Nationalism and the Nation-State


Themes:  The transition from feudalism to the European system of nation-states
· Hendrik Spruyt, The Sovereign State and its Competitors
· Social Origins of Nationalism
Themes:  nationalism and industrialization; functional explanations; nationalism as an idea/ideology

· Ernest Gellner,  Nations and Nationalism
· Benedict Anderson, Imagined Communities
· Nationalism and Exclusion

Themes:  Nationalism as elite mobilization;  as a device of exclusion

· Anthony Marx, Faith in Nation
· Centralization and Direct Rule

Themes:  collective action; social solidarity; federalism; public goods
· Michael Hechter,  Containing Nationalism
· Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict

Themes:  nationalist ideology and sectarian conflict; intervention; prevention

· Rogers Brubaker, Nationalism Reframed

· Snyder, From Voting to Violence
· Economic Approaches to Nationalism

Themes:  Fiscal arrangements; cost-benefit analysis; regionalism

· Readings: TBA
