Political Science 252—American Political Theory

Winter 2005

Marek Steedman
Office  phone:  x7170

Office: 415 Willis Hall
E-mail:  msteedma@carleton.edu

Office Hours:  M 2-4pm, Th 10-12am, & by appt.
Home phone: x7419 (See Below)

When:  MW 9:50-11am, F 9:40-10:40am

Where:  Sayl 251
Goals

What most needs fostering through the hundred years to come, in all parts of the United States … is this fused and fervent identity of the individual, whoever he or she may be, and wherever the place, with the idea and fact of AMERICAN TOTALITY, and with what is meant by the Flag, the stars and stripes.




Walt Whitman

“We need,” Whitman claimed, “this conviction of nationality as a faith, to be absorb’d in the blood and belief of the people everywhere.”  Whitman’s enigmatic language raises a number of questions.  What did the Flag, and more broadly America itself, mean to Whitman?  Is his call for a “conviction of nationality” desirable, or even defensible, and to what extent have other American thinkers embraced Whitman’s vision (of America, of nationality)?  What has been the place of “faith” in American political thought and rhetoric?  In this course we will read a variety of American political literature – some philosophical reflections, some fiction, some engaged political pamphlets – and ask whether it makes sense to think of “America” as a coherent political project.

Contacting Me Outside Class
You should feel very free to come to office hours to talk about the course.  I will also be in my office a fair amount – you’ll generally find my door open if I’m there.  I would ask that you please don’t stop by the office on Thursday afternoons, unless the matter is urgent.  Email is a very good way to get in contact with me and ask questions.  If you call me at home, please do not do so after 9:30pm.

Structure
The course will be a mix of lecture and discussion – but with the emphasis squarely on discussion.  For this to work, you must have read the assigned text with some care before coming to class.  I will provide background information and starting places for discussion, where necessary, but you should be prepared with your own thoughts and reactions (however provisional).

Books
The following books have been ordered and should be at the Bookstore.  The books are on reserve at the Library, but if at all possible you should come to class with texts in hand—we’ll be referring to them constantly.  

Paine, Thomas, Common Sense
Calhoun, John, A Disquisition on Government
Douglass, Frederick, Narrative of the life of Frederick Douglass
Sumner, William Graham, What Social Classes Owe to Each Other
Bellamy, Edward, Looking Backward
DuBois, W.E.B., Dusk of Dawn
Dewey, John, Political Writings
Additional readings will be available on ereserve at the library.

Requirements
Participation:  Participation accounts for 20% of your total grade. Being an active participant involves asking questions and talking, but also listening and responding, in a respectful way, to others.  I do not expect you to have fully thought out, perfectly coherent things to say. The class is for puzzling over issues and trying different approaches out. What I do expect is that you have done the reading (a minimum) and that you come to class with some questions, problems or observations about that reading.  It is important to note, however, that you are not being graded on the frequency of your participation alone, but also the quality of your contribution to the class discussion.  On one day during the term you will have additional responsibilities: you will summarize for the class the main themes and issues in that day’s readings, as you see them, and then offer at least two questions for discussion.  Aim for questions that relate that day’s text to the themes of the course, or to issues of theoretical interest.

Writing Assignments:  There will be two paper assignments (the first 5-6pp., the second 7-9pp.).  For each paper I will ask you to choose from a selection of paper topics – the paper will require you to answer a specific question by comparing and analyzing two or three of the authors we have read this term.  The papers should be typed, double-spaced in a 12-point font, and carefully edited and proofread.  Topics will be distributed in class.  Each essay should be very attentive to the texts and problems you are asked to address.  The use of secondary sources (those not on the syllabus) is neither necessary nor desirable in either of the essays, but if you do use them the following is a useful definition of plagiarism: 

“plagiarism: submitting a piece of work which in part or in whole is not entirely the student’s own work without attributing those same portions to their correct source.”  (University of Michigan, LS&A Bulletin, Chapter IV, http://www.lsa.umich.edu/lsa/cg/bulletin/chap4/conduct/, accessed September 10, 2003).

If you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, or about other aspects of academic integrity, please ask!  A useful resource is “Academic Honesty at Carleton” on the Dean of the College’s website: (http://webapps.acs.carleton.edu/camous/doc/information_students/academichonesty).

We will talk more about this.

In-class writing:  There will be five in-class writing responses during the term.  For each, I will ask you to respond briefly to a question concerning the reading for that day.  The question may be distributed at the beginning or end of that day’s class time – but you will have advance notice.  Each response will be graded on a √, √+ scale:  a √ will be worth 2 points, and will be given to any complete response; a √+ will be worth 3 points, and will be given only to responses that are well, and clearly, written, free of errors (both substantive and grammatical), and particularly thoughtful; missed responses will receive 0 points.
Grading

Participation





20%

(summary and discussion questions


5%)

In-class writing





15%

Paper I






30%

Final Paper





35%
Calendar
Week 1

Mon. 1/3

Introduction

Wed. 1/5
Walt Whitman, “Nationality – (And Yet),” “Democracy in the New World”

Fri. 1/7
John Winthrop, “The Little Speech”


John Wise, “Democracy Is Founded in Scripture”

Week 2

Mon. 1/10
Thomas Paine, Common Sense
Wed. 1/12
The Unanimous Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America


The Constitution of the United States of America (1787)

Fri. 1/14

Publius, The Federalist Papers, nos. 1, 9, 10, 37-9.
Week 3

Mon. 1/17
Publius, The Federalist Papers, nos. 47-9, 51, 57, 84.
Wed. 1/19
The Anti-Federalists, Essays of Brutus, I; Letters of Cato, III; Letters from The Federal Farmer, II, III, IV, V.

Fri. 1/21

Henry Thoreau, “Civil Disobedience.”

Week 4
Mon. 1/24

John Calhoun, A Disquisition On Government
Wed. 1/26

George Fitzhugh, Cannibals All!
Fri. 1/28

George Fitzhugh, Cannibals All!
Week 5

Mon. 1/31

Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of …
Wed. 2/2

Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of …
Fri. 2/4
Frederick Douglass, “What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?”




First Paper Due By 5pm, my office

Week 6

Mon. 2/7

Midterm Break

Wed. 2/9
Ralph Waldo Emerson, “Self-Reliance,” “Politics”
Fri. 2/11

Walt Whitman, “Democratic Vistas”

Week 7

Mon. 2/14
 
William Graham Sumner, What Social Classes Owe to Each Other
Wed. 2/16
William Graham Sumner, What Social Classes Owe to Each Other
Fri. 2/18

Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward, 2000-1887 
Week 8

Mon. 2/21
Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward, 2000-1887
Wed. 2/23

Elizabeth Cady Stanton, “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions”




Emma Goldman, “The Tragedy of Woman’s Emancipation”

Fri. 2/25

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, “The Yellow Wallpaper”

Week 9

Mon. 2/28

W.E.B. Du Bois, Dusk of Dawn
Wed. 3/2
W.E.B. Du Bois, Dusk of Dawn
Fri. 3/4

John Dewey, Political Writings
Week 10

Mon. 3/7

John Dewey, Political Writings
Wed. 3/9

Conclusion




Final Paper Due by 5pm, my office

