POSC 255-00

Post-Modern Political Thought

Spring 2011

Class Hours: MW 01:50PM- 03:00PM, F 2:20PM-3:20PM

Classroom: Willis 205

Professor: Mihaela Czobor-Lupp

Office: Willis 418

Office Hours: MW: 3:15-5:15 and T: 3:30-4:45, or by appointment

Course description

In this course we will explore some of the main themes that either characterize post-modern political thought or that contribute to its coming into being, such as: the project of the Enlightenment and the moral and political role of reason, the nature and political role of history and of historical representation, the nature of power, the relationship between technology and politics, the meaning and possibility of hospitality, the role of philosophy in a time of terror, as well as the possibility of peace from a postmodern standpoint. We will tackle and discuss these themes with the help of thinkers and philosophers as diverse as Adorno, Horkheimer, Benjamin, and Habermas from The Frankfurt School, Heidegger and Nietzsche, Foucault, Lyotard, Derrida, Rancière, and W. Connolly.

Course Objectives

· To critically discuss and understand the controversial meaning of the “post-modern,” as it appears not only in the context of political thought, but also in philosophy and culture in general;

· To understand how post-modern discourse came into being through the criticism of modernity, modern culture and philosophy, and, consequently, to understand the main differences between the modern and the post-modern political thought;

· To explore and understand specific post-modern themes, such as the attack on grand historical narratives, the pluralization and decentralization of power, the attack on universal and totalizing reason, the critique of technology, but also the re-conceptualization of its place and role in the human life, the critical examination of the political role that philosophy and communication can still play in a time of terror and dispersed violence, the rethinking of identity and of its relationship with alterity/otherness;

· To explore new constructive ways in which post-modern culture can provide us with a new philosophical language and vocabulary, thus increasing our capacity to understand the most recent developments of the contemporary world, such as increased migration and the need for hospitality, the moral and political demands of a time of terror, and the need to build and protect peace in a world of increased plurality and differentiation.

Course requirements

1. One eight-page paper (due May 4) (30%)

2. One take-home exam (30%)

3. Class presentation (20%)

4. Active and informed class participation (it includes watching the movies and participating in their discussion) (20%)

What is expected from the students?

Students will be expected to read, think, form arguments and counter-arguments, understand the fundamental concepts, and participate (in a critical and creative manner) in class discussion.  This means that students must keep up with their reading assignments, watching the movies, and attending class regularly.  Students must be fully prepared at all times to discuss the arguments and concepts from the previous readings.  The best students will be knowledgeable, critical, but balanced in their critical assessments, and will develop coherent and sound arguments that they can defend in their quizzes, in their exams, and in class discussion. 

Academic dishonesty:

"All assignments, quizzes, and exams must be done on your own.  Note that academic dishonesty includes not only cheating, fabrication, and plagiarism, but also includes helping other students commit acts of academic dishonesty by allowing them to obtain copies of your work.  You are allowed to use the Web for reference purposes, but you may not copy material from any website or any other source without proper citations.  In short, all submitted work must be your own.

 

Cases of academic dishonesty will be dealt with strictly.  Each such case will be referred to the Academic Standing Committee via the Associate Dean of Students or the Associate Dean of the College.  A formal finding of responsibility can result in disciplinary sanctions ranging from a censure and a warning to permanent dismissal in the case of repeated and serious offenses.

 

The academic penalty for a finding of responsibility can range from a grade of zero in the specific assignment to an F in this course." (Office of the Dean)
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AND READINGS:

March 28: Introduction: What is postmodernism? What is postmodern political thought? 

Reading: 
Peter Koslowski, The (De-)Construction sites of the post-modern (e-reserve)
The Debate around the Enlightenment
March 30: What is the Enlightenment? 

Reading: 
Kant, Was ist Aufklärung? in The Politics of Truth, Max Horkheimer, Reason Against itself: Some Remarks on Enlightenment (e-reserve)
Suggested reading: 
Theodor Adorno, The Adorno Reader, “Meditations on Metaphysics: After Auschwitz” and “The Concept of Enlightenment” (e-reserve)

April 1: Post-modern interpretations of the Enlightenment: Foucault 
Reading: 

Michel Foucault, “What is Enlightenment?” in The Politics of Truth

April 4: A post-modern reading of the notion of critique: Foucault again
Reading: 
Michel Foucault, “What is Critique,?” “What is Revolution,?” “What our Present is?” in The Politics of Truth
April 6:  Defenses of modernity: Habermas
Reading: 
J. Habermas, “Modernity versus Postmodernity” and J. Habermas, “Communicative versus Subject-Centered Reason” (e-reserve)
April 8: A post-metaphysical vindication of reason: Habermas again

Reading: 
J. Habermas, “The Unity of Reason in the Diversity of Its Voices” (e-reserve)

April 11: “The Class: A critical discussion of Enlightenment’s great promise to emancipation, education”
The Debate around History

April 13: Nietzsche on critical history
Reading:
 Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Advantage and Disadvantage of History for Life, 7-34

April 15: Dislocating modernity: Nietzsche’s criticism of Hegel’s conception of history
Reading: 
Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Advantage and Disadvantage of History for Life, 35-64

April 18: Dislocating modern identity: the idea of genealogy 

Reading: 
Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, “Preface” and “First Essay,” in The Basic Writings of Nietzsche
April 20: Concepts and language
Reading: 
Friedrich Nietzsche, “On Truth and lying in an extra-moral sense” (e-reserve) and On the Genealogy of Morals, “Third Essay” (pages 533-550)

April 22: Dismantling metaphysics and its categories
Reading: 
Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, “Third Essay” (pages 551-599)

April 25: Rethinking the notion of history and its political consequences: Foucault
Reading: 
Michel Foucault, “On Nietzsche, Genealogy, and History” (e-reserve) and “Truth and Power” in M. Foucault, Power/Knowledge 

April 27: Post-modern history
Reading: 
Jean-François Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge and Hyden White, “Historical Pluralism” (e-reserve)

April 29: Probing the limits of representation 

Reading: 
The Postmodern History Reader, pages 387-433 (e-reserve)

The Debate around Power

April 29: A criticism of Hobbes’ notion of power/sovereignty
Reading: 
Michel Foucault,   Society Must be Defended: Lectures at the Collège de France, Chapter 2, 14 January 1976 and Chapter 5, 4 February 1976 (e-reserve)
May 4: Power as Strategy
Reading: 
Foucault, “Power and Strategies,” “The Eye of Power,” “The History of Sexuality,” in Power/Knowledge
May 6: No class

May 9: Politics as Dissent 1
Reading: 
William Connolly, Democracy, Pluralism, and Political Theory, “Agonism and Liberalism” (e-reserve)
May 11: Politics as Dissent 2
Reading: 
William Connolly, Democracy, Pluralism, and Political Theory, “Agonism and Democracy” and Jacques Rancière, “Ten Theses on Politics” (e-reserve) 

May 13: La Haine: Police or politics? A critical discussion about the meaning of power

Technology and Politics

May 16: Representation in the modern age 

Reading: 
Martin Heidegger, The Age of the World Picture (e-reserve)
May 18: Heidegger on the essence of technology 1
Reading: 
Martin Heidegger, The Question concerning the essence of technology, Heidegger, Basic Writings
May 20: Heidegger on the essence of technology 2
Reading: 
Martin Heidegger, The Question concerning the essence of technology, in Heidegger, Basic Writings
May 23: Politics and political participation in the age of reproducibility
Reading: 
Walter Benjamin, “The Work of art in the age of its technological reproducibility” (e-reserve)

May 25:  “The Ister: A critical discussion of the relationship between technology and politics”

On the Fringes: Foreigners, Terror, and Philosophy

May 27: The Question of the Foreigner
Reading:  
Jacques Derrida, Of Hospitality, pages 3-73

Suggested Reading: 
“Deconstruction in a nutshell: A conversation with Jacques Derrida” (e-reserve)

May 30: Hospitality
Reading: 
J. Derrida, Of Hospitality, pages 73-155 

June 1: Philosophy in a time of terror
Reading: 
Philosophy in a time of terror: dialogues with J.Habermas and J. Derrida and David Ray Griffin, “Peace and the Postmodern paradigm” (e-reserve)
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