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I. Purpose and Scope
A cleavage exists between international relations and political theory, and it is a two-way affair.  If specialists in international relations with rare exceptions have neglected political theory, the political theorists in turn, departing from older tradition, have paid little attention to what the thinkers of the past – Machiavelli not always excepted – have had to say on international relations.

Few political scientists would deny that this observation, made by a leading scholar of international politics almost fifty years ago, is as true today.  Fewer still, perhaps, would find it troubling.  The premise of this course is that the cleavage between international relations and political theory is unfortunate and needs to be bridged for the sake of both disciplines.  To study international relations without considering what the greatest philosophers have written about them is to cut ourselves off from a wealth of insight and clarity and even from the sources of our leading assumptions.  By the same token, to study political theory without considering international relations is to deprive ourselves of enormously important data and of the opportunity to put our ideas to the test, for international relations, being the grandest political arena and the starkest, show us what people are willing to live and die for and offer the “limit case” for our more hopeful assertions.  Ultimately, though, it is less for the sake of any academic discipline than for the sake of a more mature and comprehensive understanding of the world that we will attempt to reintegrate political theory and international relations.  In the course of the term we will read several authors representing quite disparate views on a broad array of questions, but most of these views will pertain to the moral basis of war and peace, as expressed in the following questions: What role if any do considerations of justice and community play in world politics?  What role should or can they play?  Are justice and interest mutually exclusive, or do they overlap?  For that matter, how do we and how should we determine what’s just and what’s in a nation’s interest?  Do justice and interest perhaps even inform one another?  And what are the likely practical consequences of the various responses to these theoretical questions?

II. Course Requirements
By far the most important course requirement is that you read all assigned texts closely and before class.  The readings will vary in length and difficulty, but they all demand – and success in the course will demand – careful attention and review.  You should come to class prepared to discuss what you’ve understood and prepared to ask about what you haven’t understood.  Course grades will be determined by three papers (30% each) and class participation (10%).  Included in class participation is that you be responsible for discussion during certain days’ classes; the details of this responsibility will be explained by the instructor.  Class attendance and promptness will also be taken into account.

III. Academic Honesty
Strict standards of academic integrity will be upheld in this class.  Your signature on a test or assignment means that you have neither given nor received unauthorized aid.  Students who are found to have violated this standard can expect severe sanctions.

IV. Assigned Texts
The following books are available for purchase at the bookstore.  Each is required:


Thucydides, The Peloponnesian War, in The Landmark Thucydides, ed. Robert Strassler  


Thomas Aquinas, On Law, Morality, and Politics

Niccolo Machiavelli, The Prince

Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan

Immanuel Kant, Political Writings
Also available for purchase is Thomas L. Pangle and Peter J. Ahrensdorf, Justice Among Nations, which devotes discrete, identifiable sections to each of the authors we’ll be reading.  Given the breadth of our subject and the inevitable partiality of the reading selections, particularly in the second half of the course, I strongly recommend that you read the appropriate selections.  This will in no way substitute for the primary reading, however.

V. Class Schedule
This is an approximate schedule.  We may depart from it if class discussions, etc. so require.

January 3: Introduction

1. Classical Realism: Thucydides’ “Possession for All Time”
January 5: Thucydides, Book One, chapters 1-65

January 8: Book One, 66-139

January 10: Book One, 139-Book Two, 46 

January 12: Book Two, 47-65

January 15: Review previous reading

January 17: Book Three, 1-15; 27-29; 36-68; 82-85

January 19: Book Four, 1-41; 58-65; 84-88

January 22: Book Five, 1-24; 43-46; 84-116

January 24: Book Six, 1-61

January 26: Book Six, 89-end

January 29: Book Seven, 1-19; 27-30; 42-55; 72-87; and Book Eight, 1-18; 45-47; 81-82; 86-89;           94-97

January 31: Review previous reading

2. Religious Interpretations: The View from Beyond Time
*Recommended: Pangle & Ahrensdorf, chapter 4 (pp. 73-124)

February 2: Aquinas, pp. 1-26, 29-31, 44-60, and 220-28

February 5: Midterm Break

February 7: Aquinas, pp. 231-46 and 249-57

February 9: Review previous reading

3. Modernity: Proclaiming New Possibilities for a New Time

a. Machiavelli’s More Hopeful Realism
*Recommended: Pangle & Ahrensdorf, pp. 125-44

February 12: The Prince, chapters 1-11

February 14: Chapters 12-19

February 16: Chapters 20-26

February 19: Review previous reading

b. Hobbes: Between Realism and Idealism
*Recommended: Pangle & Ahrensdorf, pp. 144-53; also recommended after you’ve finished with the Hobbes reading: pp. 153-61 (on Locke and Montesquieu, Hobbes’ two great successors)

February 21: Leviathan, chapters 1, 2, 6, 8, and 10-13; also reread Thucydides 3.82-84 (on                                  revolution and civil discord) 








February 23: Chapters 14-21 and 30

February 26: Review previous reading

c. Kant’s Idealism: Out of the Ashes . . .

*Recommended: Pangle & Ahrensdorf, pp. 185-90 (on Kant’s great predecessor and influence, Rousseau) and pp. 190-209 (on Kant himself)

February 28: “Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch” (Political Writings, pp. 93-115) 

March 2: pp. 116-130

March 5: Review previous reading

4. A Time Beyond History?
March 7: Kant, pp. 41-53 (“Idea for a Universal History with a Cosmopolitan Purpose”); Francis Fukuyama, “The End of History?” (on closed reserve); and Samuel Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations?” (on closed reserve)

March 9: Conclusion

VI. Due dates

Papers are due in my office by 4:00 PM of the day indicated:

First paper due Thursday, February 1

Second paper due Tuesday, February 27

Third paper due Wednesday, March 14

