POSC 264: China on the Rise: The Politics of Contemporary China

Instructor: Christopher Heurlin

Phone: 4129

Email: cheurlin@carleton.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 4:00-5:00 PM and by appointment

Course Description
This course examines the political, social and economic transformation of China over the past thirty years. Students will explore the transformation of the countryside from a primarily agricultural society into the factory of the world. Particular emphasis will be placed on economic development and how this has changed state-society relations at the grassroots. The class will explore these changes among farmers, the working class and the emerging middle class. Throughout the course students will examine not only positive aspects of the reform process but also the negative externalities of high economic growth. More importantly, the students will arrive at a more nuanced understanding of the winners and losers in economic reform.

Expectations

I expect students above all to be actively involved in the learning process. This means several things. First, I expect students to attend all classes. Second, I expect students to be active in classroom discussions. Third, I expect students to have read all of the readings listed on the syllabus assigned for each class before coming to class. Our classroom discussions will be centered around the readings as well as the lectures. This means that doing the readings in advance is critical to your ability to participate. Fourth, I expect students to be respectful of one another’s opinions and to conduct discussions in a friendly manner. 

Reading Materials

All students should purchase three books from the bookstore or elsewhere. First, we will use Barry Naughton’s  The Chinese Economy (2007). Second, students will read Chen and Wu’s   Will the Boat Sink the Water? (2006). Finally, students will also read Lee’s  Against the Law (2007). The remaining readings are available from the library e-reserves system. Note that Ruf’s Cadre and Kin is available in electronic form on the Carleton library website at the link listed. 
Chen, G. and C. Wu. (2006) Will the boat sink the water?: the life of China's peasants, New York: Public Affairs.

Lee, C. K. (2007) Against the law : labor protests in China's rustbelt and sunbelt, Berkeley: University of California Press.

Naughton, B. (2007) The Chinese economy : transitions and growth, Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press.

Grading

Students will be evaluated on the basis of several papers, as well as their participation. The first paper will be a short paper assessing the influence that economic reform has had on peasants, local governments and the central state. The second paper will be a critical review of Lee’s book Against the Law. The third paper will be a research paper on a topic of students choosing. 

Paper assignments must be turned in during class (with the exception of the final paper). Assignments should be handed in via hard-copy (paper). No emailed assignments will be accepted. No late assignments will be accepted. Papers should strictly follow the page limit of the assignment. All assignments should be double-spaced, font size 12 and use the Times New Roman font. 


Students will be graded on their participation in the course. This includes not only coming to class, but also being prepared and engaging in classroom discussions. It will also include in-class activities that may be announced at a later date, such as debates or simulations. 

Grading Scale
98-100 A+

94-97 A

91-93 A-

88-90 B+

83-87 B

79-82 B-

76-78 C+

72-75 C

68-71 C-

67/below D/F
Accommodations

Students that need special accommodations should notify me at the beginning of the term so that I can prepare reasonable accommodations for them. Please also note that in order for students to receive such accommodations they must go through the Carleton office for academic accommodations. 

READINGS ON E-RESERVES ARE DENOTED WITH AN ASTERICK
Week 1: Peasants and the Countryside: 1950s-1970s
September 14: 

 Introduction 
September 16:  China After the Revolution: 1950s-1970s
 Saich (“Political History” p 24-56 in Governance and Politics of China)*
 Ruf (“Chapter 3: Creating a New Village Order” p 62-89 in Cadres and Kin (e-book)) Stable URL: http://bridge.carleton.edu/search~S1?/Ycadres+and+kin&searchscope=1&SORT=D/Ycadres+and+kin&searchscope=1&SORT=D&SUBKEY=cadres%20and%20kin/1,2,2,B/l856~b1516940&FF=Ycadres+and+kin&searchscope=1&SORT=D&1,1,,1,0
September 18: Organizing the Countryside
Naughton (“Rural Organization” p 231-248 in Chinese Economy) 
Ruf (“Chapter 4: Getting Organized Struggling with Collectivism” in Cadres and Kin (e-book) p 90-121);
Stable URL: http://bridge.carleton.edu/search~S1?/Ycadres+and+kin&searchscope=1&SORT=D/Ycadres+and+kin&searchscope=1&SORT=D&SUBKEY=cadres%20and%20kin/1,2,2,B/l856~b1516940&FF=Ycadres+and+kin&searchscope=1&SORT=D&1,1,,1,0
Week 2: Rural Reforms and Development: 1980s and 1990s
September 21: The Demise of Collective Agriculture
Saich - “China Under Reform, 1978-2003” [partial] p 57-75 in Governance and Politics of China*
Ruf -“Chapter 5 Village as Corporate Community Management in the Deng Era” p122-150 in Cadres and Kin (e-book)
Stable URL: http://bridge.carleton.edu/search~S1?/Ycadres+and+kin&searchscope=1&SORT=D/Ycadres+and+kin&searchscope=1&SORT=D&SUBKEY=cadres%20and%20kin/1,2,2,B/l856~b1516940&FF=Ycadres+and+kin&searchscope=1&SORT=D&1,1,,1,0
September 23: 1980s and Household Farming
Kelliher – “The Creation of Family Farms” in Peasant Power in China*
Saich - “Governance Beyond the Centre” p 155- 179 in Governance and Politics of China*
September 25: Taxing the Peasants to Finance Reform
Bernstein and Lu - “Taxation Without Representation” Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/655797.pdf
Chen and Wu (“The Long and Short of the Anti-tax Uprising” in Will the Boat Sink the Water) 
First Short Paper Topic Handed Out: Have Rural Reforms Empowered the Villagers, the Local State, or the Central State?
Week 3: Transforming Rural Governance
September 28: 
Chen and Wu (“The Village Tyrant” in Will the Boat Sink the Water)
Alpermann – “The Post-Election Administration of Chinese Villages.” Stable URL:  http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/3182307.pdf
September 30: 
 Li (“Elections and Popular Resistance in Rural China” in China Information)*
Chen and Wu (“The Long Road” in Will the Boat Sink the Water)
October 2: 

Tsai “Solidary Groups, Informal Accountability, and Local Public Goods Provision in Rural China” Stable URL: http://proquest.umi.com/pqdlink?did=1293625271&sid=1&Fmt=4&clientId=4460&RQT=309&VName=PQD
Chen and Wu (“The Numbers Game” p 191-199)

Week 4: The Economic Miracle

October 5: 

Naughton (“Rural Industrialization” in Chinese Economy); 
Edin, Maria(2003)'Local state corporatism and private business', Journal of Peasant Studies,30:3,278 — 295 Stable URL: http://pdfserve.informaworld.com/839353_731213421_714003980.pdf
October 7: 

Ruf – “Collective Enterprise Rights in a Sichuan Village”*
October 9: 
Naughton - “Market Transition” in Chinese Economy

Huang – “The Next Asian Miracle.” Stable URL: http://proquest.umi.com/pqdlink?did=1518509781&sid=1&Fmt=6&clientId=4460&RQT=309&VName=PQD
Week 7: Left Behind in Reform: The Iron Rice Bowl is Broken

October 12: 

Lee -  “Chinese Workers Contentious Transition” and “Stalled Reform”
First Short Paper Due

October 14: 

Lee - “Unmaking of Mao’s Working Class”

October 16: NO CLASS. READ: Lee - “Life after Danwei”

WATCH “CHINA IN THE RED” online at: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/red/view/
Week 6: From the Countryside to the City

October 19: Mid-Term Break

October 21: 

Lee (“The Making of New Labor in the Sunbelt” in Against the Law) 
October 23:
Lee (“Da Gong as a Way of Life” in Against the Law); Foreign Policy (“How China Cooks the Books”)
Week 7: Conflicts in Urbanization and the Transformation of Property

October 26: 
Guo – “Land Expropriation and Rural Conflicts in China” Stable URL: http://journals.cambridge.org/download.php?file=%2FCQY%2FCQY166%2FS0009443901000201a.pdf&code=394e7e79980afb389ea5704c1f57a0b3
Pu- “Peasants on the Verge” Stable URL: http://www.hrichina.org/public/PDFs/CRF.2.2005/2.2005-RL-Peasants.pdf
Second Short Paper Due: Critical Review of Against the Law

October 28: 

Cai - “China’s Moderate Middle Class.” Stable URL: http://caliber.ucpress.net/doi/pdf/10.1525/as.2005.45.5.777?cookieSet=1
Read – “Democratizing the Neighborhood?” Stable URL: 

http://benread.net/publications/Homeowners_CJ_2003.pdf
October 30: 

Johnson – “Dream of a Vanished Capital” in Wild Grass*
Second Short Paper Due
Week 8:  An Authoritarian Bourgeoisie?
November 2: 

Foster – “Embedded Within State Agencies” Stable URL: http://www.jstor.org/stable/pdfplus/3182073.pdf
 November 4: 

 Dickson (“Do Businessmen Make Good Citizens?”)*
Tsai - “Capitalists without a Class” Stable URL: http://cps.sagepub.com/cgi/content/abstract/38/9/1130
November 6: 

Dickson -- “Threats to Party Supremacy” Stable URL: http://muse.jhu.edu/journals/journal_of_democracy/v014/14.1dickson.pdf
Week 9: Development or Degradation?

November 9: 
Naughton -“Conclusion” p 485-502.
November 11: 
Economy – “The Economic Explosion and its Environmental Cost” in The River Runs Black*
Yang – “Is there an Environmental Movement in China?” (pages 4-8) of PDF file. Stable URL: http://bc.barnard.columbia.edu/~gyang/ActiveSociety.pdf
November 13: 

Zhao - “A Brief History of the 1989 Movement” in The Power of Tiananmen*
Week 10: Students – Tiananmen and Beyond
 November 16: 
Nathan (“The Tiananmen Papers”)
November 18:  Gries - “Tears of Rage” Stable URL: http://www.ou.edu/uschina/gries/articles/texts/TearsofRage.pdf
Final Paper Due Last Day of Exams, November 23.



