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Office Hours: 

W 3:15-5, F 3:30-5:30, by appt. 


Course Objectives:

In this course we will study the response of the international community of states and the transnational community of non-governmental actors to global environmental degradation.  We will explore critically the theoretical frameworks used in political science to explain why international policymaking processes work (or fail to work) the way they do.  We will then use these analytical frameworks to examine various environmental problems faced by the international community.  These cases have been selected to help highlight different problems of global environmental governance.  As such, they are not meant to be a ranking of the most important policy issues facing the globe.  The instances of environmental degradation are far too numerous to address in one course.  The purpose of the course rather is to give students the tools necessary to carry out research in policy areas that interest them most.  In addition to learning about the processes of international policymaking (and hopefully how to improve them), the study of international environmental politics is also important because the field has given rise to new forms of international governance that involve non-state actors in novel ways and rely less on traditional sources of power.
Course Requirements:

· Midterm Exam (30% of your final grade)

· Group Simulation Paper and Presentation (25% of your final grade)

· Final Regime Analysis Paper (35% of your final grade)

· Class Participation (10% of your final grade)

Midterm Exam

The midterm will be a take-home exam.  Essay questions based on the materials covered in the course up to and including the case study on Water and Environmental Security (not including Non-State Actors) will be distributed at the end of class on October 8th.  Students will have three days to answer one or two analytical essay questions.  The exam is due in my office (Willis 403) by 5 PM on October 11th.  We will not have class on that day to give students extra time to work on their essays.  

Group Simulation Paper and Presentation

Students will write a 5-6 page group background paper in preparation for the two-day World Summit on Sustainable Development simulation.  Each student will be assigned to one of the six groups participating in the simulation (US, EU, Group-77, United Nations Environment Programme, International Chamber of Commerce and the WWF).  Each group will receive individual paper assignments to help them prepare to play representatives of that country/organization during the simulation.  On Monday, October 25th each group will give a 5-10 minute presentation outlining their key goals for the summit.  The background paper will also be due in class on October 25th. 
Regime Analysis Paper

Each student will be required to write an 8-10 page regime analysis paper as a cumulative exercise for the course.  The paper will be written as a policy brief and set of recommendations for a particular environmental problem currently facing the international community.  In the paper students will identify the nature of the environmental problem, briefly outline the state of the regime that has been created to address the problem, highlight the strengths and weaknesses of the current regime and finally make recommendations of what should be done to address the problem more effectively in the future.  The paper will be due the last day of class, November 17th. 
Participation

The course is designed to be a discussion oriented seminar.  Although I will do some lectures on core concepts, in-class discussion is an important part of this course.  Students are expected to come to class having done the reading and prepared to discuss the day’s material.  In addition to participating in regular class discussions, students will be evaluated on their participation in a simulation exercise of the World Summit on Sustainable Development.  
Course Readings: 

The following required text books are on sale at the book store:

DeSombre, Elizabeth, The Global Environment and World Politics (GEWP)

De Villiers, Marq, Water: The Fate of Our Most Precious Resource

Conca, Ken and Dabelko, Geoffrey, Green Planet Blues, 3rd Edition (GPB)
Section I. The Nature of the Problem
9/13
Introduction

9/15
The State of the World (Environmentally Speaking): Can’t We Even Agree on This?

· Speth, Red Sky at Morning, Chapters 1-2 (handout)
· Lomborg, The Skeptical Environmentalist, Chapters 1 (handout).
9/17
Ways of Defining the Problem (And therefore the Solution)

· Meadows, Meadows, Randers and Behrens, Limits to Growth, Chapter 1 in GPB
· UN World Commission on Environment and Development, Our Common Future, Chapter 22 in GPB.

· Peluso, Coercing Conservation, Chapter 33 in GPB

Section II. International Political Processes, Actors and Environmental Policymaking

9/20
The Nature of the International Arena and Regime Theory
· B. G. Peters, “International Institutionalism” (on reserve)

· Hardin, “The Tragedy of the Commons,” Chapter 3 in GPB
9/22
State Co-operation and Traditional Environmental Regimes
· GEWP, Chapters 1-2 (through pg. 20)
· Conca and Dabelko, Introduction in GPB

· UNEP, “ Multilateral Environmental Agreements,” Chapter 12 in GPB
9/24
Case Study: Comparing the Effectiveness of State-led Co-operation: The Ozone Regime vs. the Global Warming Regime
· Movie, Global Warming, Global Policy?
· Parson, “Protecting the Ozone Layer” (on reserve)

9/27
Ozone vs. Global Warming Cont. 
· GEWP, Chapter 6
9/29
Environmental Security: A Useful Metaphor?  
· GEWP,  Chapter 3

10/1
Environmental Security and the North/South Dimension of Environmental Politics
· GPB, Chapters 27-31
10/4
Case Study: Water and Environmental Security: A Problem of Agenda-Setting? 
· De Villiers, Water: The Fate or Our Most Precious Resource, Chapters 1-5 
10/6
Case Study: Water and Environmental Security cont.
· De Villiers, Water: The Fate or Our Most Precious Resource, Chapters 11-13, 16

10/8
The Role of Non-State Actors: Environmental NGOs
· GEWP, Chapter 5 pp. 71-81.
· Wapner, “Politics Beyond the State: Environmental Activism and World Civic Politics” in GPB

· Hitt “The Eco-Mercenaries” New York Times Magazine, August 4, 2002 (on reserve)

· Hand out Midterm (take home)

10/11
Midterm Due at 5 PM. No class. 
10/13
The Role of Non-State Actors: Business Groups and Firms

· GEWP, Chapter 5 pp. 81-94

· Haufler, Haufler A Public Role for the Private Sector: Industry Self-Regulation in a Global Economy, Chapters 1-2. (on reserve).

10/15
Case Study: Forests: Can Non-governmental Actors Succeed Where Governments Have 

            Failed? 

· Geo 3, Chapter 2 pp. 90-120 (on reserve)

· Gulbrandsen, “Overlapping Public and Private Governance: Can Forest Certification Fill the Gaps in the Global Forest Regime?” (on reserve)
10/20
The Role of Science in International Environmental Policymaking: Hopelessly Uncertain or the 
            Answer to Our Problems? 

· GEWP, Chapter 4
· Case Study: Regulating Chemicals. Movie, Fooling with Nature
10/22
The Role of Science in International Environmental Policymaking cont.
· Haas “Do Regimes Matter? Epistemic Communities and Mediterranean Pollution Control” (on reserve).

· Litfin “Framing Science: Precautionary Discourse and the Ozone Treaties” Millennium, 1995 (on reserve). 

10/25 
The Role of Mega-Conferences in International Environmental Politics: Diminishing Returns? 
· Seyfang, “Environmental mega-conferences-from Stockholm to Johannesburg and Beyond” (on reserve)

· Group Presentations

10/27
Simulating the WSSD: Let’s See if We Can Do This Better
· Simulation Materials (handout)
10/29  Simulating the WSSD cont. 
Section III.  The Effectiveness of International Environmental Politics
11/1 Environmental Regime Implementation and Effectiveness: How Do You Know a Good 
        Environmental Regime When You See One? 

· GEWP, Chapter 2 pp.20-30

· Mitchell, “Regime Design Matters: Intentional Oil Pollution and Treaty Compliance” (on reserve)
11/3
National Compliance with International Environmental Policy: So Domestic Politics Still    

            Matters?  
· Vogel and Kessler, “How Compliance Happens and Doesn’t Happen” (on reserve)

11/5
Making Environmental Regimes Compatible with other Regimes: Trade and Environment
· Juniper, “Presentation to the World Trade Organization Symposium,” Chapter 17 in GPB
· Esty, “Environment and the Trading System: Picking Up the Post Seattle Pieces,” Chapter 18 in GPB
11/8
New Approaches to Global Environmental Governance: The Sustainability Debate Revisited
· GPB, Chapters 23-26

11/10
From Nature Conservation to Biodiversity
· GEWP, Chapter 8

11/12
From Limits to Growth to Sustainable Consumption
·     French, “Linking Globalization, Consumption, and Governance” (on reserve)
11/15
Research Presentations
11/17
Research Presentations 
