POSC 281 Global Society and World Politics
Winter 2010
CMC210,  T, Th 10:10-11:55 
Barbara Allen

Willis 408 ext. 4084

Office Hours: M-Th by appointment (sign up on office door)

Course Goals:

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the new theoretical debates that have arisen in international relations since the end of the Cold War.  There is a widespread perception by both academics and policy makers that the international system has changed dramatically since the fall of the Berlin Wall.  One of the features of the Post-Cold War world has been the increased salience of trans-national policy issues such as terrorism, the environment, the influence of transnational corporations, the world-wide AIDS epidemic, and the rise of powerful corporate and intergovernmental organizations. The proliferation of such problems and the rise of new actors illustrate the limitations of state-centric international relations theory. This course examines several new (and some rediscovered) theoretical approaches to global politics that seek to understand how non-state actors and structures influence emerging patterns of global governance. We will debate as a class the extent to which a global society approach to world politics helps us to understand these transnational problems and the extent to which the traditional approaches are still relevant. 

Readings

Readings for the course may be found on e-reserve
Assignments

Movie Response Paper 
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Discussion Paper



20

Discussion Presentation


10

Final Presentation



35

Participation 




15

Movie Response Papers

On four Wednesday evenings we will meet outside of our class time to view a film related to the themes of the course.  On the Thursday following these sessions we will discuss these films as a group.  On the following Tuesday you may submit a 2-3 page response paper (typed, double spaced 12 point font).   While these papers are open with regard to specific topic (any point of entry into the discussion is acceptable), they must endeavor to incorporate relevant course readings.  Students must submit ONE paper and to ensure an even distribution will be asked to sign up in advance to write a paper on one of the four films.

Discussion Leading and Discussion Papers
On Tueday and Thursday of Weeks 3, 4 and 7 we will devote our class time to three questions in global politics to put our IR theories “in practice.” 

The Three Questions Are:

1) Will/has the ‘War on Terror’ make [made] us safer?

2) Can we balance development and environmental protection?

3) Who benefits from global economic integration?

Each of you will sign up to work on either the Tuesday or Thursday readings pertaining to one of these questions. The readings for these days include “additional resources” that carry the arguments and theories concerning these questions beyond the readings required for our general discussion.

Working in groups of three to four students for each day of readings  (including the additional resources), you will develop a response to the central question for the week. The group members may advance different views and disagree in their responses; the idea is to present ideas that will help the class understand the various facets of the question and how one might use theory and evidence to respond.  Your group presentation may take any form and use any medium of your choice. You can think of structuring the presentation as a debate, as a presentation with discussion, as a game or simulation, as an interactive power point…. The form and media are up to you. 

Each students will be required to submit a paper of no more than 5 pages (typed, double spaced 12 point font) explaining your the response to the question.  The researching and writing of these papers is intended to serve as preparatory exercises for our in-class session, so the paper is due on the day of the presentation. You may draw on any of our readings in crafting your response, but in you are specifically tasked with explicating the readings assigned for the day of your presentation and written analysis.

It is expected that each member of the group will “take the floor” in the presentation—but the specific activities involved and how you divide the work and presentation are for the group to decide. The remaining five sixths of the class should prepare for these sessions by completing the relevant readings and any other assignments (e.g. preparation of discussion questions) that the presenting group may ask of you. Regardless of the presentation style and form, time should be allotted for questions and general discussion from the class or debriefing of the activity. The class will contribute to the presenters’ work by asking challenging questions. This participation will be a significant component of your ‘participation score.’ 

Final Project

As a final exercise for the course students in groups of 6 will conduct interviews with members of the local community in an attempt to develop inter-subjective insight into the respondents’ particular interpretation of global events, globalization and human security and development. These interviews will focus on the connection and impact of global factors on local life across a range of issue areas. Research groups will present information and excerpts from these interviews along with an analytical interpretation of these materials in a presentation form of your choice during week 9 and 10.  More information on technique and guides for this project will be forthcoming.

Participation

Enthusiastic participation in the reading-centered discussions throughout the term, the debates and the movie discussions is essential to each student’s learning process.  Participation will be judged relative to an average score of 12.7 pts (85%). Below average or above average participants will earn bonuses or deductions from that baseline value in accordance with the instructors’ evaluation of their conscientious preparedness, commitment and engagement with the material.

Weekly outline with readings and assignments

Week 1
The Great Debates in IR Theory
Tues Jan 5
Introduction & Background

Hollis, M. and Smith, S. Explaining and Understanding International Relations Ch 1

Enloe, C. Bananas, Beaches, and Bases Ch 1

Visual Representation of Politics Part I

Thurs Jan 7

Ontology  &  IR theory 

Hollis, M. and Smith, S. Explaining and Understanding International Relations Ch 3, 4 

Additional Resource: Bazan, B. 1993. “From International System to International Society: Structural Realism and Regime Theory Meet the English School” International Organization  47 (3): 327-352.

Hamman, H. L.  “Remodeling International Relations: New Tools from New Science?” in Kubalkova, et. al. International Relations in a Constructed World. 173–92.
Week 2
Nation & State in the 19th and 20th Centuries 
Tues Jan 12

I. Nationalism & the State

Enloe, C. Bananas, Beaches, and Bases Ch 3

Hollis, M. and Smith, S. Explaining and Understanding International Relations, Ch 2, 5
II. Hierarchy and Nation State: Problems in our views of politics and leadership

Max Weber. 2007 [1919]. “The Profession and Vocation of Politics,” in Peter Lassman and Ronald Speirs, eds. Weber: Political Writings. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 309–369.

Weber. 2007 [1919]. “The President of the Reich,” in Peter Lassman and Ronald Speirs, eds. Weber: Political Writings. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 304–308.

Visual Representation of Politics Part II

Wed Jan 13 *****Wednesday Evening Film Screening 5:30–7:30pm****
Trinh Minh-ha  Reassemblage  (1982) 40 min

 Jill Godmilow What Farocki Taught (1998) 30 min
Thurs Jan 14 

I.  Conceptualizing the “Global,” the “Other,” and Responsibility—for Ideas and  Deeds: The Film Documentary (and other sources of knowledge)

Movie Discussion:  Reassemblage and What Farocki Taught
Godmilow, J and A. Shapiro 1997 “How Real is the Reality in Documentary film?” in History and Theory 36, 4, 80-101.

Trinh Minh-ha. 1989. “Commitment from the Mirror-Writing Box,” and “The Language of Nativism,” Woman Native Other. Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 1–33 and 47–73.

Pratibha Parmar Interviews Trinh Minh-ha on Woman, Native Other” Feminist Review 1990 36: 55–62.

http://books.google.com/books?id=GKOaZNaQ-ckC&lpg=PA55&ots=AbgBVQpTH9&dq=trinh%20minh-ha%20woman%20native%20other&pg=PP1%23v=onepage&q=trinh%2520minh-ha%2520woman%2520native%2520other&f=false#v=onepage&q=trinh%2520minh-ha%2520woman%2520native%2520other&f=false
II. The Puzzle of Development: Thinking about Institutions and Moving beyond the State

Shivakumar, S. “The State as a Concept in Development” and “The Constitutional Foundations of Development” [Ch 4 and 6] The Constitution of Development: Crafting Capabilities for Self-Governance. Pp. 39–52 and 65–79.

Week 3
Conflict, Security and Conceptions of Sovereignty: Will the War on Terror Make “Us” Safer? How are International Relations, “World Order,” and Civil Societies linked? 

Tues Jan 19  
[movie response paper due]

Conflict and Security: Language and Constructions of Interests and Imperatives

Cohn, C. 1993, “Wars, Wimps and Women: Talking Gender and Thinking War,” in M.Cooke and A. Woollacot eds. Gendering War Talk. Princeton University Press.

Enloe, C. Bananas, Beaches, and Bases Ch 4

Glasius, M. and M. Kaldor, “The State of Global Civil Society Before and After September 11” in The Global Civil Society 2002, Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Additional Resources: 

Bat-Ami Bar On. 2003. “Terrorism, Evil, and Everyday Depravity,” Hypatia, Vol. 18, No. 1, Feminist Philosophy and the Problem of Evil (Winter) 157-163.

Cohn, C. 1987. “Sex and Death in the Rational World of Defense Intellectuals” Signs 12: 4 687-718.

Locher, B. and E. Prügl. 2001. “Feminism and Constructivism: Worlds Apart or Sharing the Middle Ground?” International Studies Quarterly, 45 (1): 111-129.

Tickner, A. “Troubled Encounters: Feminism Meets IR [Ch. 1]” Gendering World Politics: Issues and Approaches in the Post-Cold War Era. 9–35.
Thurs Jan 21  


 Conflict and Security: Identity, Interest, International Cooperation, Law, and Limits

Anderson, B. 1983. Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism  Ch.3,4.

Iris Marion Young. 2003. “Feminist Reactions to the Contemporary Security Regime,” Hypatia, Vol. 18, No. 1, Feminist Philosophy and the Problem of Evil (Winter) pp. 223-231. 
Gould, H. “What is at Stake in the Agent Structure Debate?” Kubalkova, et. al. International Relations in a Constructed World. 79–98.
Bagehot, W. “The Common Sense of International Law: Recognition” (1863) Complete Works of Walter Bagehot, in 15 vols. (London: The Economist 1965-1986) 4: 380–386. 

Additional Resources:

Fukuyama, F. “The End of History?” The National Interest (1989)

Bagehot, W. “The Gains of the World by the Two Last Wars in Europe,” (1866) and “The Meaning and the Value of the Limits of the Principle of Nationalities” (1864) Complete Works of Walter Bagehot, in 15 vols. (London: The Economist 1965-1986) 8: c. Pp. 140–157. 

Mill, John Stuart “Treaty Obligations” (1870) in Complete Works Toronto: University of Toronto Press 1984) 21: 343–348.
Lieber, Francis  “Nationalism and Internationalism,” The Miscellaneous Writings of Francis Lieber Vol II: Contributions to Political Science Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott Company 1880. 220-250.
Lieber, Francis. 1863. General Orders No.100http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/lieber.htm
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/lieber.htm
Week 4 
Local and Global—(and) Beyond the State: Is there a fundamental and unavoidable trade-off between economic development environmental protection? Or, can we balance these aims? 
Tues Jan 26 

The Global Environment

Wapner, P. 1995. “Politics beyond the state:  Environmental Activism and World Civic Politics” World Politics, 47, pp.311-40
Jervis, Robert.1997. “Complexity and the Analysis of Political and Social Life” Political Science Quarterly 112, 4:  pp. 569-593

Amilcar Cabral, Selections from Unity and Struggle: “Introduction” Basil Davidson and “Biographical notes” Mario de Andrade, pp. ix-xxxv; ;  “To Start from the Reality of the Land—to be realists” pp. 44–63.

Additional Resources: 

Amilcar Cabral, Selections from Unity and Struggle: “Introduction” Basil Davidson and “Biographical notes” Mario de Andrade, pp. ix-xxxv; “Unity and Struggle,” pp. 28-44;  “To Start from the Reality of the Land—to be realists” pp. 44–63; “National Liberation and Culture” pp. 138–153.

Ashley, R. K. 1984. “The Poverty of Neorealism” International Organization 38 (2): 225-286.

Gereffi,G., R. Garcia-Johnson and E. Sasser, 2001 “The NGO-Industrial Complex” Foreign Policy, July/August 2001, pp. 56-65

Final project Interview methodology discussion
Thurs Jan 28



Rethinking Sovereignty: Polycentricity and the Compound Republic

Allen B. and V. Ostrom. 2008. “The Twentieth-Century Break with the Federalist Tradition,” in Vincent Ostrom, The Political Theory of a Compound Republic (Lanham, MD: Lexington Press) 181–225.

Rabe, B. 2004. Statehouse and Greenhouse, the emerging politics of American Climate change policy. Brookings.Ch1 “The politics of climate change state style” 1-37.

Ostrom E., “Robust Resource Governance in Polycentric Institutions,” Understanding Institutional Diversity. 255–88.
Shivakumar, S. “Crafting Institutions for a Problem-Solving Society” [Ch 9] The Constitution of Development: Crafting Capabilities for Self-Governance. Pp. 105–19.

Additional Resource: Slaughter, Anne–Marie. 2004. “Disaggregated Sovereignty: Towards the Public Accountability of Global Government Networks,” Government and Opposition 159-190.

Week 5
Democratization, Colonization, and Post-Colonial Manifestations of Nation & State
Tues Feb 2

Colonialism

Bagehot, W. “What Should be our Present Policy in the East,” (1877) CW 8: 310–311.

Ostrom, V. 1999. “Cryptoimperialism, Predatory States and Self-governance.” Chapter 8  in Michael McGinnis, ed. Polycentric Governance and Development. Ann Arbor.

Parker, A. et. al. 1992. “Introduction” Nationalism and Sexualities. Routledge. 1–18.
Heng G.and J Devan, 1992. “State Fatherhood: The Politics of Nationalism, Sexuality, and Race in Singapore” Chapter 19 in Andrew Parker, ed. Nationalism and Sexualities. Routledge. 

Wed Feb 3
****Wednesday Evening Film Screening (5:30:-8pm) **** 

Gillo Pontecorvo Burn! (1969) 112 min.
Thurs Feb 4


Revolution and the Post Colonial

I. Movie Discussion  Burn!

Alexis de Tocqueville, “Essay on Algeria (1841),” Writings on Empire and Slavery, ed. Jennifer Pitts (Baltimore: the Johns Hopkins University Press 2001) 59–116.

Additional Resources: Tocqueville, A. “Emancipation of the Slaves (1843), Writings on Empire and Slavery, ed. Jennifer Pitts (Baltimore: the Johns Hopkins University Press 2001) 199–261.

Allen, B. “Bonds of Affliction: Race Ideology and the Limits of Democratic Progress” and “Servitude or Freedom? Civic Enlightenment and the New Science of Politics” Tocqueville, Covenant, and the Democratic Revolution: Harmonizing Earth with Heaven (Lanham: Lexington Books 2005) pp. 225–59 and 261-98.



II. Workshop on Group Research Project

Week 6
Making Sense of Aid and Activism: The Ideological and Social Contexts of International Organization

Tues Feb 9         

[movie response paper due]

International Organizations

Barnett, M. and M. Finnemore, 2001.“The Politics, Power and Pathologies of International Organizations” International Organization, 53 (4): 699-732.

Mearsheimer, J. 1994 “The False Promise of International Institutions” International Security, 19: 5-40.

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, ed. Harvey C. Mansfield and Delba Winthrop (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000 [1835–1840]) V 1, Ch 4 pp. 180–86; Ch 6 pp. 220–235


Wed Feb 10
****Wednesday Evening Film Screening 5:30-8pm ****

Harun Farocki, Videograms of a Revolution (1992) 107 min
Thurs Feb 11  


I. Media Representation and Democratization

Movie discussion Videograms of a Revolution 
Shivakumar, S. “Crafting New Institutions on Indigenous Foundations” [Ch 10] The Constitution of Development: Crafting Capabilities for Self-Governance. Pp. 121–29.

II. Workshop on Group Research Projects

Week 7 Who benefits from global economic integration? What institutional designs contribute to

 
stability, prosperity, and liberty?
Tues Feb 16

[movie response paper due]

The Global Economy

Enloe, C. Bananas, Beaches, and Bases Ch 6

Tickner A. 2001 “Gender in the Global Economy.” Chapter 3 in Gendering World Politics.  New York: Columbia University Press.

Rodrik. D. 2003. “Has Globalization Gone Too Far? (ch. 32),” The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the Globalization Debate.

379–383.

Additional Resources: 

Held, D. and A. McGrew. 2003. “The Great Globalization Debate: An Introduction,” The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the Globalization Debate. 1-45.

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, ed. Harvey C. Mansfield and Delba Winthrop (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000 [1835–1840]) V 2 Pt 1 Ch 1, 2 pp. 403–410; V 2 pt 2 Ch 1–8 pp. 479–503

Cutler, A. C., V. Haufler, V. and T. Porter. 1999. “Private Authority and International Affairs [Ch. 1]” Private Authority and International Affairs. 3–28.
Thurs Feb 18  


I. Democratic Peace and Justice Among Nations

Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America, ed. Harvey C. Mansfield and Delba Winthrop (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000 [1835–1840]) V 2, pt 1 Ch 17 pp. 458–64, pt 2 Ch 10, 11, pp. 506–509, Ch 16, pp. 521–22; pt 3 Ch 21–26 pp. 606–35.

Additional Resources:

Claudia Card. 2003. “Genocide and Social Death,” Hypatia, V. 18, No. 1, Feminist Philosophy and the Problem of Evil (Winter) 63-79.
Jennifer Geddes. 2003. “Banal Evil and Useless Knowledge: Hannah Arendt and Charlotte Delbo on Evil after the Holocaust,” Hypatia, Vol. 18, No. 1, Feminist Philosophy and the Problem of Evil (Winter) 104-115.
II. Institutional Design for War and Peace in a Democratic Republic 

John Stuart Mill, “A Few Words on Non-Intervention (1867)” CW 21:111–124)

On the Problem of Executive Power in Democracy

George Washington “Proclamation of Neutrality” (1793) at: 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/neutra93.htm
[Condensed version of “Pacificus and Helvidius Debate” is available at: http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=429]


Additional Resources:

Alexander Hamilton. [1793] 1969. “Pacificus I.” The Papers of Alexander Hamilton. Vol. 15, June 1793–January 1794. Harold C. Syrett, ed. New York Columbia University Press. 
James Madison. [1793] 1884 “Helvidius 1–4” Letters and Other Writings of James Madison. Vol. 1 1769–1793. New York: R. Worthington. 
 
United States Constitution Art 1 sec 8 at: http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/art1.htm
Art 2, sec 2 at: http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/art2.htm 

 
Alexander Hamilton and/or James Madison The Federalist 

no. 49​–51

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/federal/fed49.htm 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/federal/fed50.htm
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/federal/fed51.htm 
 
Alexander Hamilton The Federalist no. 1, 74–76, 80 at:

http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/federal/fed01.htm http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/federal/fed74.htm 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/federal/fed76.htm
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/federal/fed75.htm http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/federal/fed80.htm

Week 8 
Does the 19th Century Conception of the Nation State Impede or Aid 
An Expansion of Rights?
Tues Feb 23

I. Borders and Communities: tourism and immigration

Seyla Benhabib. 2004. “‘The Right to Have rights’: Hannah Arendt on the contradictions of the nation-state,” The Rights of Others: Aliens, Residents, and Citizens. New York: Cambridge University Press. 49–69.

Shivakumar, S. “Toward a Democratic Civilization for the Twenty-First Century” [Ch 11] The Constitution of Development: Crafting Capabilities for Self-Governance. Pp. 131–34.

Enloe, C. Bananas, Beaches, and Bases Ch 2

Burton, J. 1992.  “Don (Juanito) Duck and the Imperial-Patriarchal Unconscious” in Andrew Parker, ed Nationalism and Sexualities.. Routledge.

Wed Feb 24
****Wednesday Evening Film Screening 5:30:-7:30pm ****

Megan Mylan and Jon Shenk Lost Boys of Sudan (2003) 87 min.
Thurs Feb 25

I. Movie Discussion  Lost Boys of Sudan
II. Workshop Preparing Presentation Materials
Week 9  Preparing and Presenting Research Findings 
Tues Mar 2
 [movie response paper]


Workshop Preparing Presentation Materials

Thurs Mar 4

Group Presentation #1  &  2


Week 10 Presenting Research Findings
Tues Mar 9

Group Presentation #3  &  4

