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This course is an advanced seminar designed for juniors and seniors with knowledge of American history and familiarity with the terminology and technique of causal analysis. The class will be discussion-based.  Students will complete a significant research project that demonstrates mastery of the extant scholarship in one or more of the topic areas and an ability to conduct research on this topic. All readings are on reserve at Gould library.

Requirements and Grading for the course are as follows:   

· Frequent class participation that demonstrates understanding of the material and exhibits respectful discourse.  Students periodically will be required to prepare one page of talking points about readings and set the agenda for class discussions (25%). Students will be penalized for missing more than two classes, except in the case of serious health problems.  

· Three writing assignments (about 5 pages each) selected from the seven topic areas.  The student will summarize an issue, debate or puzzle within the topic area and then present a plausible research plan that will advance the scholarship in this area.  At least one of these must be turned in by October 21 (5%-10%-10%).

· A research paper (20 page minimum) drawn from any of the topic areas, unless alternative arrangements are made with the instructor.  This will be due on the day of the final examination (40%).  The paper will demonstrate mastery of theory (the literature in the course and beyond) and will represent an initial foray into research that builds upon this theory.  A first draft (10%) will be due October 31 (non-negotiable deadline).  Students who are not majors in political science may petition the instructor to take a final examination in lieu of the research paper (50%).  Each student must meet formally with the instructor, at least once, regarding topic selection and approach or alternative fulfillment of this requirement.

9/13 Topic 1 - Black Mayors: Success, Demise, Significance

Browning, Marshall and Tabb, eds., Racial Politics in American Cities, (3rd edition), Intro. and chs. 1-3.

What are the key variables, antecedent and independent, in the BMT thesis?

9/15 Browning, Marshall and Tabb, ch. 5.
P. Green, “The 1989 Mayoral Primary Election,”(“The 1989 General Election” and J, Casuso, “Hispanics,” (Restoration 1989).
How well do all of the chapters support the BMT thesis?  Are new variables added? How would BMT explain the outcome in Chicago as portrayed by Green?

9/20 Persons, “Black Mayoralties and the New Black Politics”

Ardrey, “Cleveland and the Politics of Resurgence”

Milbank, "New Pragmatism: Cleveland's Mayor Shuns Black Themes…."

Sleeper, "The End of the Rainbow."

Beinart, "Pride of the Cities"

The first two articles by social scientists articulate an explanatory theory.  Sleeper and Beinart are two journalists.  Are they saying the same thing as the social scientists?  What constitutes evidence in all of these articles and how “deep” and persuasive is the evidence?  Do the portrayals by Sleeper and Beinart jibe with what you know about Philadelphia?
9/22 Browning, Marshall and Tabb, chs. 4 & 7 and Reed, “The Black Urban Regime”

Reed’s article explicitly introduces questions about the limitations in the significance of political empowerment.  What are the sources of these variables?  Are they intervening variables, or is Reed discussing a different dependent variable than our other theorists?
9/27 Browning, Marshall and Tabb, ch. 8.

Browning, Marshall, and Tabb, "Taken In or Just Taken?"

Swain, "The Future of Black Representation."

Conley, “Getting into the Black: Race, Wealth, and Public Policy” Political Science Quarterly 114:4 (1999-2000)

Lets first be clear that the first two articles are complementary.  What is the topic and the perspective?  Why is the third article and rejoinders a considerably different topic and what is the topic?  Now, how are the authors engaged in a profound strategic and philosophical argument?  What research topics emerge?  Which previous reading(s) articulated themes similar to that raised by Conley?

9/29 Flex Day

10/4 Topic 2 -Ethnic politics in New York City

Eisinger, “Ethnic Political Transition in Boston” (not New York)

Bayor, “La Guardia and the New Ethnic Order”

Bayor, “Winning the Votes”

Gerstle and Mollenkopf, “Political Incorporation of Immigrants, Then and Now”

Waldinger, “When the Melting Pot Boils Over” (The Bubbling Cauldron)

10/6 Topic 3 – Multiracial Politics in Los Angeles

Miles, "Blacks vs. Browns."

Johnson, Farrell, and Oliver, "Seeds of the Los Angeles Rebellion of 1992."

Morrison and Lowry, " A Riot of Color."

Bobo et al., “Public Opinion Before and After a Spring of Discontent."

Freer, "Black-Korean Conflict."

Here we don't have any pairings; rather, there are five articles that seem to speak to each other.  What do they have to say, what evidence do they use, where do they agree and disagree, and what research agendas emerge? Any relevance for past readings?
10/11 Topic 4 - Pan-Ethnic identity and politics

Lopez and Espiritu, "Panethnicity in the United States: A theoretical framework."

Padilla, “On the Nature of Latino Ethnicity”

de la Garza, et al., Latino Voices, chs. 3, 6, 7.

And Either of these two,

Nagel, "American Indian Ethnic Renewal: politics and the resurgence of identity."

Gamson, "Must Identity Movements Self-Destruct? A queer dilemma."

We want to explain identity formation, ethnic and pan-ethnic.  Those are our two separate dependent variables.  What are some hypothesized independent (explanatory) variables?  Are there antecedent or intervening variables?  What questions of public policy emerge from these readings?  What research topics emerge?

10/13 Vacation Day
10/18 Topic 5 – Asian-American Politics in Los Angeles
Ong and Blumenberg, “Income and Racial Inequality in Los Angeles”

Brackman and Erie, “At Rainbow’s End: Latinos & Asian Pacific Americans in LA”

Regalado, “Minority Political Incorporation in Los Angeles”

Lai, "Asian Pacific Americans and the Pan-Ethnic Question"

P. Constable, “Misperceived Minorities” Washington Post Weekly, Oct. 23-29, 1995

Assignment: (1-2 pages) What were the results and the back story of the last two Los Angeles mayoral elections in which Hahn and Villaraigosa were elected?

10/20 Topic 6 - Institutional arrangements and political outcomes

Engstrom, "Electoral Arrangements and Minority Political Incorporation." 

Lublin, "Race, Representation and Redistricting."

Guinier, "The Representation of Minority Interests."

Miller, "Racial Gerrymandering"

Here we don't have any pairings; rather, there are four articles that seem to speak to each other.  What do they have to say, what evidence do they use, where do they agree and disagree, and what research agendas emerge? Any relevance for past readings, linkages?

10/25 Topic 7 - Latino Ethnic Identity and Politics

Here we return explicitly to issues raised in topic 4.  We also have more empirical material that can be organized in a comparison with the white ethnic history presented for New York.

10/27 Browning, Marshall and Tabb, chs. 10-11.

Beinart, “New Bedfellows”

K. Kaufmann, “Black and Latino Voters in Denver,” PSQ 118:1 (2003).

Belenchia, “Latinos and Chicago Politics”

It would be helpful to refresh your memory about the views expressed by Casuso, Sleeper and Beinart on Latino Politics as well as the more recent discussion in Los Angeles.  Are Latinos conservative, progressive, pragmatic, or inexplicable?

11/1 African-American Politics, again

Reed, “Demobilization in the New Black Political Regime” (The Bubbling Cauldron); 

Browning, Marshall and Tabb, chs. 12-13; 

Keiser, “Analyzing Urban Regime Change”
11/3 Flex Day: Additional Readings
11/8 Flex Day: Additional Readings

11/10
Flex Day: Review Research Projects
11/15 Flex Day: Review Research Projects
