Political Science 306

Racial and Ethnic Politics

Carolyn Wong

Fall Term 2006

Office: Willis 403      Email: cwong@carleton.edu
Phone: 646-4680

Office hours:  Tuesday 1:30-3:00 p.m.; Wednesday 10-11:30 a.m.; other times to be arranged when the class meets.

This course examines how race and ethnicity influence American politics at the national and local levels.  We will focus on analyzing mass attitudes toward race; the role of elites in shaping political discourse and policy choice on race issues; and the political participation and choices of African-Americans, Latinos, and Asian-Americans.  More specific topics include: the social and economic well-being of racial and ethnic minority groups in America; racial-ethnic politics and the national parties; social movements for equality; minority electoral participation; the representation of minority groups in democratic processes of government; immigration and immigrant politics; inter-racial coalitions and tensions; and current controversies over racial policy, including affirmative action.

Required books available from Carleton Bookstore
Lisa García Bedolla. Fluid Borders: Latino Power, Identity, and Politics in Los Angeles. University of California Press. 2005.

Michael Jones-Correa, Between Two Nations: The Political Predicament of Latinos in New York City.  Cornell University Press. 1998.


Michael Dawson, Behind the Mule: Race and Class in African-American Politics, Princeton University Press. 1994.


Franklin D. Gilliam. Farther to Go: Readings and Cases in African-American Politics, Harcourt Brace. 2001. 


Pei-te Lien. The Making of Asian America through Political Participation. Temple University Press. 2001.

Required book chapters and articles on e-reserves (or distributed as handouts)

Farai Chideya. The Color of Our Future, ch. 1 (handout).
John Garcia, Latino Politics in America, ch. 4, 6, 7, 8.
Donald R. Kinder and Tali Mendelberg, “Individualism Reconsidered,” in Sears et al, Racialized Politics: The Debate about Racism in America.  University of Chicago Press. 1999.
Doug McAdam, Freedom Summer, ch. 1.
Doug McAdam, Political Process and the Development of Black Insurgency, ch. 6-7 (ch. 8 is available on-line but is not required).
Guidelines for the research paper - required reading
"What Can A Literature Review Do For Me", Hilton Obenzinger, Stanford Writing Center handout.  Available at www.stanford.edu/dept/undergrad/urp/PDFLibrary/writing/LiteratureReviewHandout.pdf
"Writing in Political Science," University of North Carolina handout, available at http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/polisci.html.  You should consult with the instructor about how these guidelines are specifically relevant to your research project for this class.  We will take into account the varying nature of your research topics and methods.
Useful Leads for Information, University of Minnesota website:  

Explore http://www.lib.umn.edu/site/subjects.phtml.  You will want to consult sources that cross disciplinary fields; for example,  Political Science (General Aspects), Politics (United States), American Studies, African American Studies, Chicano/Latino Studies, Asian American Studies, Immigration, Sociology, Urban Studies.  On this website, look under those subjects relevant to your topic.

Course requirements 

This seminar requires the active participation of everyone.  One of my main goals is to help you acquire and sharpen the manner of thinking and skills you need to effectively participate in academic seminars and analytical discussions of politics.  You will learn and practice the art of social science research and writing.  Learning will come only with active engagement in all of the course exercises.  

At the very least, you should carefully read the material for each class and be able to succinctly summarize the views of all the authors in the assigned readings; this is the minimum required to receive a passing grade in class participation.  To receive a better than average grade, you will need to be thoroughly engaged in helping the class accomplish three goals at each session: 1) evaluate the persuasiveness of each author’s arguments, including logic and evidence; 2) compare the views presented by different authors assigned for the current class session, as well as previous class sessions; and 3) form critiques of the readings, and draw out questions and implications (extensions of ideas) from this material.  To receive an excellent grade in class participation, you should strive to bring up your ideas in a clear fashion, support your arguments with compelling evidence (rather than offering opinions alone), demonstrate creativity and independent thinking, listen carefully to others, and respond respectfully to other students' comments.

You will also have the opportunity to gain experience in facilitating group discussions.  Twice during the term, each of you will pair up with another student to help the instructor facilitate a class discussion.  Part of your job will be to prepare two discussions questions in advance of our meeting.  After meeting with your partner to write the two questions, you will consult with me by email about how well these questions will work for the class.  To be disseminated to everyone in a timely way, the proposed questions must be emailed to me by 8 p.m. on the Sunday preceding Tuesday classes; and by noon on the Wednesday preceding Thursday classes.  After possibly editing the questions, I will then email them to the entire class. During the first week, I will ask you to sign up for the dates when you will play the facilitator's role.

The main writing assignment is a research paper, 20 pages in length, double spaced. Together, we will read and discuss guidelines describing what constitutes a compelling research paper in political science.  Your methodology can be qualitative or quantitative. Throughout the term, you will submit a series of short written assignments, which can be incorporated (after revision) into the final research paper.  For example, early in the term, you will submit a three page statement of your research question, working hypothesis, and an alternative hypothesis; after revision, this can be used in the first sections of your paper; i.e. in the introduction, and the section that initially presents your thesis. The alternative hypothesis will form a basis to discuss counter-arguments. Later in the term, you will submit a working bibliography; still later, you will write a literature review. This literature review will frame the findings of your empirical research and analysis in the context of the "state-of-the-art" (scholarly literature).  Keep in mind that after writing the literature review, you must complete your empirical research and the paper itself in the last few weeks of the term.  Your schedules will be packed at that time, so be sure to start early and plan ahead. You must strive to present your findings in the form of a coherent argument in your final paper, and I expect the writing to be polished.  More guidelines and writing and grading of papers will be distributed in the 2nd week of class, when we will discuss the writing assignment.
Grading

Class participation in general -- 30% (with a checkpoint on how you are doing at 5th week)

Discussion facilitation, i.e. the exercise of helping facilitate two class discussions -- 10% 

Written statement of research question or problem, including motivation (why is the question important and interesting?); working hypothesis; and alternative hypothesis (3 pages) -- 10%

Literature review (8-9 pages) -- 15%

Final paper (20 pages) -- 35%

   Late papers will be penalized one full letter grade if received after the noon deadline on

    November 19, and an additional full grade each subsequent day the paper is late.

Schedule of  Readings and Assignments

Week 1.  Why Study Race, Ethnicity, and Politics?

September 12 -- Introduction to Course

                          Initial thoughts: Does race matter in U.S. elections? 

                          Breakout into small discussion groups

                          Signup for facilitator roles

September 14 -- Chideya, The Color of Our Future, ch. 1, pp. 3-26.

                               McAdam, Freedom Summer, ch. 3, pp. 66-101.

Week 2.  African Americans and the Civil Rights Movement

Note: To initially discuss your research project, a 15 minute meeting with the instructor is required on or before September 28th at 5 p.m.  This requirement for consultation is a minimum.  You are encouraged to meet with the instructor earlier, i.e. in the 2nd week, and at subsequent times when it will be helpful to you.   

September 19 -- McAdam, Political Process and the Development of Black 

                               Insurgency, ch. 6, 7.

September 21 -- Gilliam, Farther to Go, pp. 21-38, 48-63, 93-119.

Due in class on September 21: Two paragraph statement of research topic (pass/fail graded)

Week 3.  Race and National Politics

September 26 -- Gilliam, Farther to Go, ch. 9, pp. 287-318.

September 28 -- Gilliam, Farther to Go, ch. 9, pp. 319-368.                        

                         "Writing in Political Science"

                          University of North Carolina handout.

Week 4.  Racial Attitudes

October 3 -- Gilliam, Farther to Go, ch. 6, pp. 157-201.

Due in class on October 3: Written statement of research question ( i.e. problem); working hypothesis; and alternative hypothesis ( 3 pages, letter graded).
October 5 -- Kinder and Mendelberg, “Individualism Reconsidered.”

                    Hilton Obenziner, "What Can A Literature Review Do For Me?" 
                    Stanford Writing Center handout.

Week 5.  African Americans – Race and Class  

October 10 -- Dawson, Behind the Mule, ch. 1, 2.

October 12 -- Dawson, Behind the Mule, ch. 6.

Week 6:  Latinos - Subgroups, Participation

October 17 -- Garcia, Latino Politics in America, ch. 4, 6.
October 19  -- Garcia, Latino Politics in America, ch. 7, 8.

Week 7:  Latino – Political Identity

      Monday deadline: Two items are due at noon, October 24: 1) your literature review (8-9 pages, letter graded); and 2) a description of your method of data collection (1 page, pass/fail graded).  Place these in the mail slot outside my office door, 403 Willis.

      Note:   Meeting with the instructor to discuss your literature review and research method is recommended this week and is mandatory before October 22, at 5 p.m.  

October 24  -- Bedolla, Fluid Borders, ch. 1, 2.

October 26  -- Bedolla, Fluid Borders, ch. 5.

Week 8:  Latinos – Dual political identities
October 21  -- Jones-Correa, Between Two Nations, ch. 1, 2, 3.

     November 2 -- Jones-Correa, Between Two Nations, ch. 4, 6 ,9.
Week 9:  Asian Americans - Subgroups, Pan-ethnicity, Forms of participation

    November 7 -- Lien, The Making of Asian America through Political Participation,

       ch. 1, 2.

    November 9 -- Lien, The Making of Asian America through Political Participation,

      ch. 3, 5.
Week 10:  Urban Politics/Racial Policy

    November 14 -- Gilliam, Farther to Go, ch. 8, pp. 251-285.

    November 16 -- Gilliam, Farther to Go, ch., pp. 389-436.

                             Summation of key themes of the course and conclusions

Final Exam Period:  Final paper is due on November 19 at noon.  

