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Poverty and Public Policy is an upper division course intended for students who have background in American politics.  Recommended prerequisites are POSC 122 (Liberty and Equality) and/or POSC 201 (National Policy Making).  Three hundred-level courses in the department of Political Science are typically research seminars that are designed to help students produce a quality research paper of 20 pages or more that represents a first draft of a comps paper.  The fact that this course is cross-listed widely should not obscure these recommended prerequisites and the research orientation of the course.

This course unites two separable scholarly concerns, explanations for the causes of poverty and theories of the policy making process as applied to poverty.  Our data will be urban poverty (rather than rural), largely African-American poverty (rather than poverty among whites, Latinos, or others), and the policies designed to respond to this problem. The first thing that any student of public policy must learn is that the processes of policy formulation, implementation and evaluation are processes that appear to be technical and rational yet they are highly subjective and political.   For instance, how we count those below the poverty line, where we set the poverty line, whether we choose to target policies toward women with children, young black males, or all people in poverty (including seniors) impacts the highly political issues of whether we are making progress through current policies. There are different policy implications and different winners and losers depending on whether we emphasize racial or gender discrimination, the state of the urban and global economy, lack of necessary training, educational conditions, or absence of ambition.  Because politics plays such an important role in policy, and so often obscures so-called technical rationality, one of the primary goals of this course will be to sensitize students to the political implications of poverty policy, i.e., the questions of who gets what, whose ox gets gored, how, and why.  Only after we know why we measure the things we measure and what the implications are of choosing alternative measures or foci, are we ready to learn the technical crafts of how to measure and this is, of course, what advanced methods courses and graduate programs in public policy teach.

There are two options for fulfillment of student requirements.  For Political Science majors who have not previously taken a 300 level asterisk course, you must choose the first option.  All other students may choose either option.  Option 1: Class Participation=30%, Research Paper Draft 1=20%, Research Paper Final=50%.  Option 2: Class Participation=30%, Two Book Reviews=20%, Midterm over Midterm break =25%, Final Exam during finals period = 25%.  Class participation is a major component of either option and students will be randomly called upon to answer questions or give our discussion new direction.  If you are unable to be a regular participant in class discussions, then I urge you to consider another course.  All paper topics must receive prior approval from the instructor.  Students may be required to do oral presentations as part of the class participation requirements.

There are six primary texts for the course as well as a few articles and reports that will be assigned.  The class will be run as a seminar with students expected to take the lead in discussion.  Any students requiring academic accommodations should notify the instructor.

1. B. Shulman, The Betrayal of Work
2. C. Murray, Losing Ground
3. G. Mink, Welfare’s End
4. W. J. Wilson, The Truly Disadvantaged
5. S. Schram, J. Soss and R. Fording, eds, Race and the Politics of Welfare Reform
6. K. Weaver, Ending Welfare As We Know It
Week One: First day assignment; Mink, 1-68.  Go to www.clasp.org  Explore the website for one-half hour.  Check out the contents of the CLASP update from your birthday month and count on being asked to summarize something from it.  Search the list of publications and find two PDF articles/reports that you would like to read.  Titles of the two PDF reports must be turned in during class on Thursday.  Come up with the name of one other organization/thinktank/publication source that would produce materials similar to that of CLASP.  Newspapers or popular magazines are not such sources but reading the CLASP update might provide you with this information.

Week Two: Murray, ix-142; 145-236.  Search the list of a second thinktank you found and find one article/report that you would like to read.  Turn in this information.

Week Three: Wilson, vii-106; M. Granovetter, Threshold Models of Collective Behavior.  AJS 83:6 (1978) [find through Carleton databases] and Wilson, 109-187.

Week Four: Schram, Soss and Fording, eds., chs. 1-3 and 13; chs. 4-5.

Week Five: Mink, chs. 3-5; Weaver, chs.,  1-5.  Note assignment/exam due next week.

Week Six: Midterm Exam and Book Review (4-6 pages) or Paper Topic 1st Prospectus due by Friday at 10 am. 
Weaver, chs.,  6-8 and Schram, eds., ch. 7.; One open day

Week Seven: Weaver, chs. 9-12; Weaver, chs., 13-14 and Schram, eds., ch. 10.

Week Eight:; Shulman, 1-4; Shulman, 5-7 (chapter 8 is optional).

Week Nine: Paper First Draft due Monday at 10 am (late penalty); Book Review 2 due Monday, 10 am.

Readings TBA

Week Ten: Readings TBA

