Carleton College- Winter 2005

POSC 343: Seminar in World Politics: Sayles-Hill 252, T/TH 10:10 am-11:55 am

Instructor: Noha Shawki

E-mail Address: nshawki@carleton.edu

Office: Willis Hall 413

Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 3:15-4:45 and by appointment

Course Description

This course is designed to give students an overview of the debates and the literature on globalization, global policy problems and global governance. We will begin by studying the phenomenon of globalization and its three dimensions: the political, the economic and the cultural dimension. Next, we will examine the concept of global governance and explore the following questions: What does the term governance refer to? What is the meaning of global governance? Who are the actors that are involved in global governance? After discussing the concept of (global) governance we will turn our attention to the theories of IR and examine each theory’s perspective on global governance and its interpretation and assessment of this phenomenon. In the second half of the term we will focus on issue-areas and three case studies of global governance: intellectual property, international health and money laundering. Finally, we will end the term by looking at some visions of the future of international relations and global governance.

Course Policies and Expectations

The course will combine reading assignments, writing assignments, and a requirement to attend class and participate regularly. The purpose of including different types of assignments/requirements is to accommodate different learning styles.

It is essential that you complete all of the assigned readings. You may find some of the assigned readings quite challenging. I will go over these readings in class and help you grasp them. Please do not hesitate to ask questions about any materials you have difficulties with.

The success of the class and your learning will to a large extent depend on your careful reading of all assigned materials and literature prior to our class meetings and your eagerness to participate in class discussions. 

Since class participation will be a very important component of the class, it is essential that all class discussions, debates and other activities take place in a very respectful and civil manner. We will be discussing very controversial and contentious issues throughout the term and there will inevitably be disagreements. For this reason it is important to maintain a civil classroom environment that is conducive to fruitful debates. Incivility in the classroom will not be tolerated. It is also essential that all readings be completed prior to the class meetings in which they will be discussed.

Late assignments will be penalized. You will lose half a letter grade for each day your essay is late up to a maximum of two letter grades, which means that it is ALWAYS worth it to submit a late paper. The only time when late assignments will be accepted without penalty is in the case of illness; in that case you will need to provide a note from your doctor.

Statement on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:

While incorporating the thoughts of others into your work is expected, you must be sure to give credit where it is due. Any quotations must be clearly marked and correctly cited, and ideas, information or concepts you have gotten from the work of others must also be cited. If you are unsure how to properly cite sources in your work see me, and I will be glad to help you. Presenting the work of others as your own (without citation) is plagiarism – that is, cheating, and will result in a failing grade for the course. 

Accommodation of Special Needs: 

If you have a documented physical or learning disability that will affect your ability to complete the assignments in this class in a timely manner, I will make accommodations for you. If you need extra time or assistance in completing assignments, you must tell me during the first week of class. 
Assignments and Grades

The final grade in this class will be based on four types of assignments/requirements. 

Here is a list of the requirements and percentages of the final grade:

Class Participation

250 points (25% of final grade)

Two Critical Reviews

150 points each; 300 points total (30% of final grade)

Presentation


100 points (10% of final grade)

Final Paper


350 points (35% of final grade)

Total



1000 points

Here is a description of each of these requirements:

Participation

This seminar will go beyond traditional lectures and will involve seminar participants in discussions and debates. I may also be asking you to lead class discussions and evaluate your performance as discussion leaders, so make sure that you have completed all the readings and are prepared for every class meeting. 25% of the grade will be based on the contribution of each student to the collective process of learning in which we will engage. This portion of the grade is not intended to be only an attendance grade; it will also be based on the performance of students in class discussions.

Several times during the term, I will be asking you to bring news stories to class and to present them and comment on their relevance to the issues we will be discussing in class (see schedule below). This will help us get a sense of the wide range of issues that pertain to the topic of the class (globalization and global governance) and will introduce us to some of the many “real world” examples that illustrate the concepts and arguments we will discuss in class. Part of your participation grade will be based on your presentation of the news stories to the class.

Critical Reviews

Critical Reviews are designed to provide overviews on the assigned literature and to raise some questions for discussion. Each student will be responsible for writing two 4-5 page reviews during the term and will briefly present them in class in order to initiate discussion. The quality of the discussions will depend on the quality of these reviews, and I expect you to devote time and attention to them and to make them available on the Collab folder that is accessible to the entire class at least 24 hours prior to the class meeting in which they are due. I expect the entire class to read the reviews posted on Collab before coming to class.

As far as the content of the critical reviews are concerned, the reviews should cover four areas:

1. The first part of the review should be a summary of the main ideas, concepts and arguments presented in the assigned readings. You need not and should not summarize each single piece of literature assigned; you should try and provide a general summary of all assigned materials focusing on their common themes. This part of the review should be no more than 1-1.5 pages long.

2. The second part of the review should place the readings in a broader context and establish the connection between the topics that they focus on and the general topic of the class or other issues that you have studied in IR. Some of the questions you could address include: Why is it important to study the assigned literature? What new perspectives and insights does it introduce? What are its strengths and weaknesses? Does it help us better understand and explain certain phenomena and processes in international relations? Why or why not?

3. The third part of the review should be concerned with generating discussion questions.  In this part you should present some important questions, puzzles, ….etc. that the assigned readings raised for you and that you would like to discuss in class. You could also generate a controversial statement based on the readings that the class can debate.

Paper

A research paper of about 20-25 pages is a central requirement of this seminar.  You can write your paper on any topic related to the general topic of the course. While the exact structure of the papers will vary depending on the paper topic, all papers should include following:

1. An introduction that presents the research question or problem briefly and explains its importance and significance. 

2. A literature review that grounds the research question/problem in the theoretical and empirical literature and develops a thesis to be explored in the analysis. You must incorporate articles from major political science and IR journals into your review.

3. An analysis of the research question that is structured around the thesis developed in the literature review. This part should be the bulk of your paper.

4. A conclusion that ties together the different parts of the paper and summarizes the main points.

I will be available to talk with you individually about your papers during the term. I encourage you to discuss with me any issues related to any aspect of your paper, so please do not hesitate to drop by and talk about the paper. I also encourage you to use the services and resources offered at the Writing Center. To help you stay on track and to make sure that you will be getting feedback at the different stages of writing the paper, I ask that you do the following:

* Please submit a one-page description of your paper topic by the end of the second week of classes (Friday, January 14th). If you have problems choosing a topic and/or framing and narrowing the scope of the paper, feel free to drop by in the first or second week of the term. I’m more than happy to talk with you about any ideas you may have and to brainstorm with you.

* Please submit a preliminary bibliography of scholarly publications related to your paper topic by the end of the third week of classes (Friday, January 21st)

* Please submit an outline of your paper by the end of the fifth week of classes (Friday, February 4th)

* Please be ready to present your paper by the second class meeting in week 9 (Thursday, March 3rd)

The paper is due on Tuesday, March 8th. Please bring a hard copy of your paper to class on March 8th.

Presentation

The final two class meetings of the term will be devoted to the presentations of your research papers. We will discuss how to prepare a strong presentation in class. This is a good opportunity to present your paper to a sympathetic audience that can give you comments and suggestions that you may find helpful if you revise the paper at a later time or when you give other presentations. The presentations will take place during weeks 9 and 10 of the term (see below).

Readings
We will use three books in this class.

David Held/Anthony McGrew, The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the Globalization Debate. Polity Press: 2003

David Held/Anthony McGrew, Governing Globalization: Power, Authority and Global Governance.  Polity Press: 2002

James Muldoon, The Architecture of Global Governance: An Introduction to the Study of International Organizations. Westview Press: 2004

The vast majority of the assigned readings are in these three books. The other reading materials will be available on e-reserve.

Class/Reading Schedule

Week 1

Tuesday, January 4th: Introduction to the course; Presentation by Kristin Partlo, Reference and Instruction Librarian  (library room 306) 

Readings: No Readings

Thursday, January 6th: Globalization

Readings: The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the Globalization Debate, chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, and 7
Week 2

Tuesday, January 11th: Globalization

Readings: The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the Globalization Debate, chapters 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17
Please bring a news story to class today!

Thursday, January 13th: Globalization

Readings: The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the Globalization Debate, chapters 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, and 25
Please bring a news story to class today!

Week 3

Tuesday, January 18th: Globalization

Readings: The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the Globalization Debate, chapters 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, and 33
Please bring a news story to class today!

Thursday, January 20th: Global Governance

Readings: Governing Globalization: Power, Authority and Global Governance, chapters 1, 2, 3 and 4
Week 4

Tuesday, January 25th: Global Governance

Readings: The Architecture of Global Governance: An Introduction to the Study of International Organizations, chapters 5 and 6
Thursday, January 27th: Global Governance
Readings: The Architecture of Global Governance: An Introduction to the Study of International Organizations, chapters 7 and 8
Week 5

Tuesday, February 1st: Theoretical Perspectives on Global Governance

Readings: The Architecture of Global Governance: An Introduction to the Study of International Organizations, chapters 2, 3 and 4
Thursday, February 3rd: Theoretical Perspectives on Global Governance

Readings: The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the Globalization Debate, chapters 11, 12, 13, and 14
Week 6

Tuesday,  February 8th: Case Study 1: Intellectual Property

Readings: Governing Globalization: Power, Authority and Global Governance, chapter 8
W. Lesser, The Effects of TRIPS-Mandated Intellectual Property Rights on Economic Activities in Developing Countries, available on the World Intellectual Property Organization website at www.wipo.int (on e-reserve)

Please bring a news story to class today!

Thursday, February 10th: Case Study 1: Intellectual Property
Readings: World Intellectual Property Organization, Consolidated Analysis of the Legal protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions/Expressions of Folklore, available on the World Intellectual Property Organization website at www.wipo.int (on e-reserve)
Week 7

Tuesday, February 15th: Case Study 2: International Health
Readings: Governing Globalization: Power, Authority and Global Governance, chapter 5
Nana-K. Poku, The Global AIDS Fund: context and opportunity, in: Third World Quarterly 23 (2), Apr. 2002, pp. 283-298 (on e-reserve)
Kelley Lee/Richard Dodgson, Globalization and cholera: implications for global governance, in: Global Governance 6 (2), Apr.-June 2000, pp. 213-236 (on e-reserve)
Thursday, February 17th: Case Study 2: International Health
Readings: Sarah Joseph, Pharmaceutical corporations and access to drugs: the "fourth wave" of corporate human rights scrutiny, in: Human Rights Quarterly 25 (2), May 2003: 425-452 (on e-reserve)

Please bring a news story to class today!

Week 8

Tuesday, February 22nd: Case Study 3: Money Laundering
Readings: Governing Globalization: Power, Authority and Global Governance, chapter 6
Michael Levi, Money laundering and its regulation, in: Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 582, July 2002, pp. 181-194 (on e-reserve)
William Wechsler, Follow the money, in: Foreign Affairs 80 (4), July-Aug. 2001: 97-109 (on e-reserve)
Please bring a news story to class today!

Thursday, February 24th: Visions of the Future
Readings: Governing Globalization: Power, Authority and Global Governance, chapters 15 and 16 
The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the Globalization Debate, chapters 42, 43, and 44
Week 9

Tuesday, March 1st: Visions of the Future

Readings: The Global Transformations Reader: An Introduction to the Globalization Debate, chapters 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, and 50
Thursday, March 3rd: Paper Presentations

Week 10

Tuesday, March 8th: Paper Presentations

The final paper is due today!
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