POSC 356
Green Political Theory and Contemporary Political Thought

Dr. John Barry

Office: Godsell 02B

Phone: 4425
Email: jbarry@carleton.edu

Office Hours: Tuesdays 12-1, Thursdays 12-1

Introduction

This seminar will explore key issues within green political theory.  As well as exploring the history and origins of green theory, we will explore some of the key debates such as ecocentrism versus anthropocentrism, animal rights, global justice and our obligations to future generations.  Debates within green political theory will include attitudes to the state, market and community from green perspectives; green views of democracy, justice and the ‘good life’.  Throughout reference will be made to other strands of contemporary political theory such as liberalism, socialism, feminism, nationalism and anarchism. 

Texts

Required 

Barry, J (2007), Environment and Social Theory, 2nd edition (some hard copies available from me and also electronic version available)
Barry, J (1999) Rethinking Green Politics

Dryzek, J,  The Politics of the Earth 2nd edition.

Dobson, A, Green Political Thought 3rd edition.

Optional

Light, A & de-Shalit, A (eds), Moral and Political Reasoning in Environmental Practice

Wissenbrg, Marcel and Levy, Yoram (eds), Liberal Democracy and Environmentalism

Dobson, A and Bell, D (eds), Environmental Citizenship

Stephens, P et al (eds), Contemporary Environmental Politics

Barry, John and Eckersley, Robyn (eds), The State and the Global Ecological Crisis

Barry, John and Wissenburg, Marcel (eds), Sustaining Liberal Democracy

Assessment 

There are no exams for this course. You will be graded as follows:

· Two individual assignments 
· 1st assignment: 1, 500 word book review of three books – either from the list above or others – please consult me first (20%)

· 2nd Assignment : 2,000 word essay on a topic to be chosen by the student in consultation with me (30%)
· Reflective Journal: 20%

· Group work: 30%
COURSE OUTLINE

Class 1:  Introduction and Course Organisation

9th January Class 2:  ‘Nature’, Environment and Social Theory 
Barry 2007, Introduction and Chapter 1

Dr Seuss, The Lorax

11th January Class 3:  The Role of the Environment Historically within Social Theory
Barry 2007, chapters 2 and 3
16th January Class 4: Twentieth Century Social Theory and the non-human world

Barry 2007, chapter 4

Light and de-Shalit (eds), ch 2

PART II: ETHICS

18th January Class 5:  Green Ethics: Anthropocentrism, Ecocentrism and Deep Ecology

Barry, 1999, chapters 1-3

Dobson, ch 2

Dryzek,  ch 9

Light and de-Shalit (eds), Introduction

23rd January Class 6:  Animals, Humanity and Human-Animal Relations

Barry, 2007, chapter 10, pp.311-312
Barry, 1999, chapters 2 and 3

Light and de-Shalit (eds), ch 11

25th January Class 7:  Intergenerational Justice

Barry, 2007, pp. 308-9

Barry, 1999, chapter 7

Light and de-Shalit (eds), chapter 5

30th January Class 8:  Global Justice, Ecological Footprints and Ecological Debt

Barry, 2007, chapter 11, also pp.231-233
Simms, A ‘An Environmental War Economy: The Lessons of Ecological Debt and Global Warming’, Available at: http://www.neweconomics.org/gen/uploads/lpce0g55xjx5eq55mfjxbb5523102003182245.pdf
Friends of the Earth International Ecological Debt Campaign

Available at: http://www.foei.org/ecodebt/index.html
Simms, A, UK Interdependence Report, available at

http://www.neweconomics.org/gen/uploads/f2abwpumbr1wp055y2l10s5514042006174517.pdf

PART III POLITICS

1st February Class 9:  An Overview of Green Political Theory

Barry, 1999, chapter 5

Barry, 2007, chapter 11

Dobson, chapter 1

Dryzek, chapter 10

Stephens (ed), chapter 2
6th February Class 10:  Green Political Economy, Economic Growth and Sustainable Development 

Barry, 2007, chapter 8

Dobson, chapter 3


Barry, 1999, chapter 6


Dryzek, chapters 6, 7 and 8
8th February Class 11:  Green Politics, Liberalism and Liberal Democracy

Dobson, chapter 5

Dryzek, chapter 4 

Stephens et al (eds), chapter 4
13th February Class 12:  Green Politics, Socialism and Marxism


Barry, 2007, chapter 6
Dobson, chapter 5
15th February Class 13:  Green Politics and Right Wing Reactions

Barry, 2007 chapter 5

Dryzek, chapters 2, 3

20th February Class 14: Green Politics, the State and Anarchism

Barry, 2007, chapter 6

Barry, 1999, chapter 4


Barry and Eckersley, chapter 1, 4 and 9

Dobson, chapter 5

22nd February Class 15:  Green Politics and Feminism

Barry, 2007, chapter 7

Dobson and Bell, chapter 4

27th February Class 16:  Green Politics, Citizenship and Democratic Theory

Barry, 1999, chapter 7

Dobson and Bell, chapters 1, 2, and 3 


Dryzek, chapters 5 and 11

PART IV: STUDENT OPTIONS

1st March Class 17:  Quality of Life Politics: From Slow Food to Slow Cities
Barry, J and Doran, P ‘Refining Green Political Economy: From Ecological Modernisation to Economic Security and Sufficiency’, (forthcoming in Analyze und Kritik) available on Moodle and from Dr. Barry.

Slow Food Movement website (Italy), available at: http://www.slowfood.com/
Slow Food USA, available at: http://www.slowfoodusa.org/

Swift, N ‘Slow Cities Movement offers alternative’, available at: http://www.citymayors.com/environment/slow_cities.html
Knox, P, ‘Creating Ordinary Places: Slow Cities in a Fast World’ available at 
http://www.mi.vt.edu/uploads/Jnl_of_Urban_Design.pdf
6th March Class 18:  Resource Wars, Foreign Policy and Green Thinking
Renner, M ‘Worldwatch Paper #162: The Anatomy of Resource Wars’ available at: http://www.worldwatch.org/node/828
Simms, A ‘An Environmental War Economy: The Lessons of Ecological Debt and Global Warming’, Available at: http://www.neweconomics.org/gen/uploads/lpce0g55xjx5eq55mfjxbb5523102003182245.pdf
Sustainable Development: Implications for World Peace’, available at
http://www.utexas.edu/courses/sustdevt/conceptual.html
Video on ‘Environmentally and Socially Sustainable Development Month: Conflict and Natural Resource Management’ Available at: http://info.worldbank.org/etools/bspan/PresentationView.asp?EID=269&PID=545
Friends of the Earth, ‘War in Iraq: Why FoE are Opposed’, Available at: http://www.foe.co.uk/resource/briefings/war_iraq.pdf
Cairns, J ‘War and Sustainability’, available at http://www.preparingforpeace.org/cairns.htm

Environmentalists against the war, available at: http://www.envirosagainstwar.org/sayno/tenreasons.html
8th March Class 19:  Non-Western Conceptions of Green Politics

There are no set texts/readings for this class, but you are encouraged to find readings from non-western sources to bring and share with others.  However, you might some ideas from the following sites: 

‘One Earth Community: Sharing Our Stories’

http://www.oise.utoronto.ca/tlcentre/gathering2007/schedule.html

‘Spirit Matters: Wisdom Traditions and the "Great Work", conference notes available at: http://tlc.oise.utoronto.ca/conf2004/theme.html

COURSE ENDS

Internet resources
Various Sustainability Links 

http://www.ehs.unr.edu/nonportalfiles/links/sustainability/sustain.html#SM

