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Political Science 394
The Logic of Inquiry

Fall 2003

Carleton College, Sayles-Hill 252

T, Th 10:10 to 11:55

Professor Greg Marfleet

Willis 404

Office Phone: 646-4116

E-mail: gmarflee@carleton.edu
Course Description

This course is intended designed to facilitate the efforts of senior political science majors who have chosen to satisfy their integrative exercise (a.k.a. comps) requirements via the Department’s research paper option. By the end of the course students will have completed a  ‘prospectus’ that should put them on a path toward the successful completion of their comps project.  In this prospectus paper students will: present a research question, identify relevant social science theories that might provide traction or which have been directed at this question previously, discuss the current state of research in this area by evaluating the existing literature and then outline a plan for future research.  The prospectus should serve as the foundation for the ‘argumentative’ sections of your comps paper (intro, lit review, research design) to which you will independently add empirical components over the December break and winter term.
A key  point to take from the above description is the verb facilitate.  As senior students who have taken the research methods course and presumably several seminars, I take for granted that you ‘know what you’re doing’ and expect you to be relatively self-directed.  With this in mind, the course will be designed as a peer workshop—a place to give and receive feedback—where the preponderance of the content is derived from your projects.  I will provide a only brief review concepts from the research methods course and lead a general discussion of approaches to social research based on our collective readings of two books Little’s Varieties of Social Explanation and King, Keohane and Verba’s Designing Social Inquiry,  and a few other articles, the remainder of our time this term will focus on your work, your puzzles and the things you are reading.
Texts 

Daniel Little. 1991. Varieties of Social Explanation: An introduction to the Philosophy of Social Science. Boulder: Westview.

Gary King, Robert O. Keohane and Sidney Verba. 1994. Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research. Princeton: Princeton University Press.
Kate Turabian A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations
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Points
Topic Statement (with advisor’s signature)
(Sept. 23)

0*

Abstract







50

Literature Discussion Leadership




100

Literature Review






150

Research Design Discussion Leadership




100

Peer Feedback Paper






75

First Prospectus Draft






150

Final Prospectus Paper






300
Participation







75
Total








1000

*Continued enrollment in the course and eligibility to pursue the comps paper option is contingent on this document!
Description of Components
Topic Statement
This is a one sentence description of your research topic typed (printed) on a sheet of paper and signed by a faculty advisor who has agreed to supervise your comps project.  The original should be submitted to Tricia Peterson by Friday, September 19th.  A duplicate should be provided to me on Tuesday, September 23rd.  Any student without a topic statement by this date will be asked to leave the course. 
Abstract 

By Thursday October 2nd (our second class in the third week of the course) your topic statement should be expanded into an abstract of not more that 500 words which specifies: 1) the main research question, 2) why this issue is significant, 3) your argument.
Literature Discussion Leadership

Each student will lead one literature centered class discussions over the term.  One week prior to their assigned discussion day, each student leader will identify an article that they feel is central to their research and provide the instructor with two copies to be placed on reserve (unless it is available on-line).  On discussion day the leader will present the article to the class, explain why it is important to their research, and lead a discussion of the relative strengths or weaknesses the research.  Given the size of the class and the Tuesday-Thursday time slot each class session will incorporate four of these discussion sections (each lasting about 20-25 minutes).  As a careful reading of four (likely unrelated) articles for each of these classes would be a daunting task for the rest of the students, the article load will be divided so that each non-presenting student will responsible for familiarizing themselves with only two articles (according to the schedule at the end of the syllabus).
Literature Review 

On October 21st, the last day of our lit-review discussion each student should submit a 5-7 page literature review paper. I will provide a handout/guide outlining the expectations for this paper by the end of the second week. 
Research Design Discussion Leadership
Each Student will lead one research design centered class over the term.  One week prior to their assigned discussion day, the discussion leaders should post to the class caucus page a brief (one page) outline of his/her research design.  A slightly longer (not more that 3 page) version should be provided to the designated discussants (who will be responsible for writing peer feedback papers of not more that one page in length—see below).  I will provide a handout/guide outlining what is expected in your research design by week four.  For the presentation the student discussion leader will reacquaint the class with her/his project and present his/her research design.  The designated discussants, and later the rest of the class, will be asked to provide constructive criticism and comments. These session will be scheduled only 3 per class (30-35 minutes each session), to ensure that each student gets as much quality input from their peers about their projects as possible. 

Peer Feedback Paper
During research design discussion days, three students (who aren’t presenting that day) will serve as designated discussants.  They should prepare for this session by carefully reading all three of the three-page research design outlines provided to them by the presenters (one week prior of course) and by writing ‘peer feedback papers’ of not more than one page (double spaced) for EACH paper. Guidelines outlining the expectations for these papers will be provided by the sixth week).   One copy of each feedback paper should be provided to the appropriate presenter.  A compilation of all three papers should be provided to the instructor on the day the presentations are made.  See the schedule below for assignments).
First Prospectus Draft
On November 11th students will be asked to submit a draft of their prospectus paper. The draft should include:

1) A working Title

2) Revised Abstract (on its own page below the title)
3) Revised Lit Review Section 
4) Argument, Hypotheses and Research Design 

5) Annotated Bibliography
Sections 3 and 4 should be meaningfully connected and form a coherent and integrated whole and be not more than 8 pages in length.  I will return these by November 18th with comments for revision into a final paper.

Final Prospectus Paper 
By the end of our exam time (6pm, Saturday November 22nd) students must submit a revised version of their research prospectus.  A copy must also be provided to your faculty comps advisor.
Class Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	September 16
	Introduction, Syllabus,  Departmental Expectations
	Integrative Exercise handout

	September 18  
	Social Explanation, Causality, Some Approaches
	Little Ch 1- 4

	September 23
	Social Explanation Cont

*Topic Statement Due*
	Little Ch 5 - 8

	September 25
	Controversies on Approaches 
	Little Ch 9 - 11

	September 30
	Qualitative vs Quantitative  Research Design
	KKV Ch 1 - 3

David Laitin (1995) “Disciplining Political Science”  American Political Science Review 89:2 454-56 (J-Stor)

Ronald Rogowski (1995) “The Role of Theory and Anomoly in Scientific Research” American Political Science Review 89:2 467-70. (J-Stor)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Leaders/Presenters
	Readers/Discussants

	October 2
	Lit Discussion

*Abstract Due*
	A B/ C D
	E-N / O X

	October 7
	Lit Discussion
	E F /G H
	A-N / O-X

	October 9
	Lit Discussion
	I J / K L
	A-N / O-X

	October 14
	Lit Discussion
	M N / O P
	A-J / K- X 

	October 16
	Lit Discussion
	Q R / S T
	A- J / K-X

	October 21
	Lit Discussion

*Literature Review Due*
	U V /W X
	A-J / K-T

	
	
	
	

	October 23
	Research Discussion
	A B C #
	G H I*

	October 28
	Research Discussion
	D E F #
	J K L *

	October 30
	Research Discussion
	G H I #
	M N O*

	November 4 
	Research Discussion
	J K L #
	P Q R*

	November 6 
	Research Discussion
	M N O #
	S T U *

	November 11 
	Research Discussion

*Draft Prospectus Due*
	P Q R #
	V W X*

	November 13
	Research Discussion
	S T U #
	A B C*

	November 18 
	Research Discussion
	V W X #
	D E F*

	*Discussants must submit a compilation of three one page peer reviews on the designated day

# Leaders/Presenters must submit a rough outline of their research design to the class caucus page and to their designated discussants one week before they present.  
I will provide students with (and post to the class caucus page) the letter assignments of each student by September 25


	November 22  
	*Final Prospectus Due by 6 pm*


