Carleton College Paper Products Procurement Proposal

Whereas
· The United States has already lost 96% of its old growth forests.

· Only 22% of the world’s old growth forests are still intact.

· Seventy-six countries have already lost all of their old growth forests, and eleven more countries are on the verge of doing so.

· Outside of the world’s cold boreal regions, 75% of the world’s old growth forests are threatened.

Whereas, old growth forests and tropical forests have important ecological and environmental value for their bio-diversity, and because many are carbon sinks (i.e. they absorb carbon from the air).  Globally, old growth and rainforest depletion threatens indigenous groups living in these areas with extinction.

Whereas, native forests everywhere are being converted into mono-cultural plantations.  For example, the Southern US is losing its native hardwood forests to pine plantations, and old growth forests in Chile are being converted into eucalyptus plantations.  Timber companies are also experimenting with genetically engineered trees, which endanger all native forests.

Whereas, a coalition of environmental and community groups have agreed to the following for companies to meet:

· No paper products from old growth forests

· No paper products from public lands

· No new conversion of natural forests to plantations

· No genetically engineered trees

Whereas, 100% post-consumer recycled paper is currently available through our distributor for purchasing, the post- consumer recycled content by weight only makes up 8% of the paper consumed on campus.

Whereas, other Colleges and Universities, such as University of North Carolina and College of the Atlantic, have agreed to phase in similar policies.  Also, other schools (ex: University of Minnesota, Evergreen College, U of New Hampshire, U of Vermont, U of Georgia, and Colgate College) have also moved forward on changing the way they purchase paper.

Whereas, on-going mapping and monitoring work will provide these companies and other interested parties with detailed maps showing the location of endangered forests throughout the world.  Global Forest Watch, an initiative of World Resource Institute (WRI), is creating the first worldwide monitoring network that tracks threats to forests using satellite imagery and computers to gather the data and to map it out.

Whereas, the Certified Forests Products Council is a business association supported by environmentalists that certifies forest certification programs in an effort to unify independent certification efforts.

Whereas, Carleton College recognizes that in the next few years new technology will bring down the price of tree-free and recycled paper; as well as provide for a wide variety of new options, such as old-growth free and chain of custody tracking of all wood and paper products.

Whereas, Many logging companies, such as Boise Cascade and Fraser Paper are under scrutiny by prominent environmental groups for their unacceptable forestry practices.  Therefore, all such companies need to be banned from this campus via a blanket paper procurement policy.

PROPOSAL:  PAPER PROCUREMENT

We, the Environmental Advisory Committee, propose that the College enact the following paper policy:

Resolved, Carleton College moves toward 100% post-consumer recycled paper or a tree free alternative by increasing the size of the paper budget by $6,000 per year.  This $6,000 increase shall be used solely for the purchase of post consumer waste recycled paper.  If only a certain percent of recycled content is post-consumer waste, this $6,000 will go only toward the portion that is post-consumer waste.  It will not be used for the fraction of paper that is virgin or recycled, but not post-consumer.  

Carleton’s paper shall also:

1) Have the supplier certify in writing that any virgin fiber in the paper is not originating from old growth forests

2) Be certified as Totally Chlorine Free (TCF) or, if not available, Elemental Chlorine Free (ECF).

3) Only contain virgin fiber coming from a forestry operation that is certified as sustainable.  The certifying organization must be an independent, non-profit, non-industry, non-government certification organization accredited by the Certified Forest Products Council, such as the Forest Stewardship Council.  (Note:  If this qualification is met, then so is #2, as long as the organization is accredited by the Certified Forest Products Council).

NOTE:  100% post consumer recycled paper or a tree-free alternative would be the best way to meet all the aforementioned criteria.

Resolved, that it be the college’s policy to factor into the purchasing process for printers and copiers their performance with post-consumer waste paper and the duplex option.   

Resolved, until the proposed policy is fully in place, Carleton College shall, by default, order paper with the highest percentage mixed of recycled content feasible for the college’s copying and printing needs.   

Resolved, this College shall explore the use of alternative tree-free paper products.

Resolved, the College shall encourage every individual and department to move toward a sustainable use of paper.   

